
CBZ Newslet ter :  THE KEYS TO JUDAISM  

Rabbi Dudaiôs Message 
(Please send comments regarding 

any of the Rabbiôs Messages to 

shdudain@aol.com.) 

Priorities  

A profitable occupation for the start of the 

civil year, 2012, would be taking some time 

to contemplate the priorities in our lives - the order and weight 

we attach to them and the resources, especially in terms of 

time and effort, that we expend to meet them.  Each of us has 

a list of priorities.  I want to discuss one in particular that you 

may or may not have on your list. 

Spiritual Priority 

We all know the importance of Yom Kippur (The Day of 

Atonement), which is considered by many as the holiest day of 

the Jewish calendar year.  This holiest of days was altered or 

altogether cancelled only twice during the last 3000 years of 

Jewish history, as a matter of priority, by two great historic   

figures. What an amazing thing! 

The first time was by King Solomon, when he inaugurated The 

First Holy Temple in Jerusalem approximately 2900 years ago.  

The second time was during Roman Rule in Judea, when cele-

bration of Holy Days was prohibited (although the observance 

of Shabbat was allowed).  Rabbi Yohanan, a sage of grand   

stature and a prominent Amora (a scholar of the Gemara    

period, circa the 3rd to 5th century CE), who is acknowledged 

as the compiler of the Jerusalem Talmud, issued a ruling        

to celebrate Yom Kippur that year on Shabbat rather than     

on its proper date in the month of Tishrei.  Even though   

Babylon was not under Roman rule, the Babylonian    
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WHATõS NEW? 
   Iõll start with the obvious, the new year, and 
Iõll take this opportunity to wish you all the 
best for 2012!       
   The new year brings with it the full whirl of 
being in òseasonó in Key West and at CBZ!  Be 
sure to make time to attend the First Fridays  
lecture series in January, February & March 
and òfeedó your mind, soul & stomach é see the 
details on page 3.  The Rabbiõs message, on 
this page , focuses on the need for us all to 
prioritize Judaically;  in it, participation in 
Rabbiõs Wednesday night class is encouraged.      
Remember to check out all of the activities at 
CBZ that you can make a priority by reviewing 
the Calendar of Events on the back page !  
   An exciting bit of news that Iõm sharing in 
this issue came to me by way of friends (in NJ) 
of my husband, Howard, telling him that they 
just saw his picture in Hadassah magazine!  Itõs 
actually a photo of Howard with Rabbi Dudai & 
Cantor John,  included  because CBZ is high-
lighted in an article about Jewish Key West!  
Read all about it -  pg 3.  
   May all of your 2012 endeavors be fruitful!  

 
  ˫ˣ˪˷ 

Elyse  
 

P.S. Thanks 
to LIZ YOUNG, KAREN GRANT -MARGIL & all 
who proofread for their help with this issue.! 
And, continued get -well wishes to our circulation 
managers, Sandie Klubeck & Jim Everett.  

   CHADASHOT         NEWS 

SEND WHATEVER YOUôD LIKE TO SHARE                     

TO ElyseCBZ@gmail.com            

Deadline for the March/April  issue                       

is February 15th !   
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Please remember, CBZ is a 

volunteer organization with    

no ñpaid office staffò é  

If you call & get the office     

answering machine, please   

leave a message & someone    

will get back to you as soon 

as possible or contact                                           

CBZ thru our  Website:  

www.bnaizionkw.org  

Committees @ CBZ    

Cemetery  FLC  Ritual  Finance   Yahrzeit  Kitchen                           
Committee  Commitee  Committee    Committee  Committee  Committee                                          
Sheldon Davidson (Family Learning Rabbi Dudai Si Stern  Si Stern Rebetzen Nadia Dudai                                                       
Fred Covan  Center) Justin Kawaler  Fred Covan Bruce York Yael Hermelin                               
Bounce Margil Rabbi Dudai Dr. John Kreinces Liz Young  Karen Grant-Margil Kelly Klitenick                  
Kenny Weschler Dr. John Kreinces Bounce Margil Eileen Kawaler Events  Mae McMahan                                      
 Penny Maun           Sid Wharton     Justin Kawaler Committee  Si Stern                                          
 Liz Young    Mae McMahan Alan Solomon            Kenny Weschler                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 Sarah Klitenick Membership    Sheldon Davidson Si Stern                                                                                                                                                               
    Committee   Alan Solomon Mae McMahan Historian           
       Alan Solomon Peter Rysman Liz Young Jack Einhorn                                 
          Eileen Kawaler                                                                                          

Rabbi Dudaiôs Message (CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE 1) 

 

Jewish community also followed Rabbi Yohananõs ruling out of the great respect and affection it had for him.       

The point of this story about Yom Kippur is that even the holiest day can be changed as the result of priorities.    

We, therefore, should not be afraid to review our priority list and make significant changes to meet the real needs   

of our lives. 

Let us examine Rabbi Yohanan further. He was a truly remarkable man.  He was known for his scholarship and his 

love of the people, as well as his tolerance and flexibility.  His greatest love was learning Torah and would go to great 

lengths to hear the wisdom of the sages.  He believed that we all tend to spend much too much of our life in the     

pursuit of temporary things and much too little on what really matters, the enrichment of our souls.  The Talmud 

tells us that while Rabbi Yohanan and his students were walking from the city of Tiberia to Sephorris, the Rabbi 

would show his students a field or an orchard or a vineyard every so often and would say, òYou see this property?  It 

was mine, but I sold it.ó  They would ask why he had sold the property and his answer was always the same, òbaeh 

leah de-oraitah (I sold all my property so that I can pursue my number one priority, learning Torah.)ó  None of us is     

expected to go to that extreme, but how about devoting a little time - one or two hours a week ð to Judaic learning.  

Our Wednesday class would be a good start.  While it does require an effort to abandon your favorite Wednesday 

night activity and come to class, the reward far exceeds the effort and you would be a clear winner.  Try it.  You may 

surprise yourself and I know that Iõll be delighted to see you there. 

Have a great and prosperous 2012. 

Rabbi Dudai 

     Many of you who will be reading this will be coming back to paradise for the 
winter season.  So, welcome back!  To the rest of you who live here, hello. 
I want to take this opportunity to remind you of, and encourage you to attend, 
our ñFeed Your Mind, Feed your Soul, Feed your Stomachò lecture series.  If 
you have attended one of these events,  you  know how much fun they are.   
They are intellectually stimulating,  spiritually uplifting and gastronomically             
satisfying.  If you have never come to one of these events, you have missed out 
on all of some great experiences.  So donôt miss out this year and make sure 
that you attend all three of the lectures.   You will not regret it and if you do 
please let me know.  A review of the pertinent series info (dates, etc.) is on pg. 
3 of this issue. 
     Iôd also like to take this opportunity to ñpitchò the Rabbiôs Wednesday 
classes.  For those of you who do not know, the topic is Jewish meditation from 
the perspective of the Kabbalah.  Personally I was quite ignorant of this tradition 
in Judaism.  Come and join us for this fascinating topic and, if you are able to    
develop some skills in meditation, the benefits will be immeasurable.   
        Shalom, Fred  

                                            Presidentôs Message (from Dr. Fred Covan)  



 

FIRST FRIDAYS Series 
άCŜŜŘ ¸ƻǳǊ aƛƴŘΣ CŜŜŘ ¸ƻǳǊ {ƻǳƭέ 
όŀƴŘ άCŜŜŘ  ¸ƻǳǊ {ǘƻƳŀŎƘέ ǘƻƻΗύ 

Join us for each of these                                                                       
1st Fridaysτ1/6, 2/3 & 3/2τ for a                                                  

wonderful combo of Friday Night Shabbat services,               
Family Shabbat Dinner and an interesting speaker!                  

 

 

 

 

RSVP to Ken Weschler at                                                            
kayjay915@aol.com or (305) 292-1920 

January 6, 2012 

TOPIC: Key West Jewsτcreating           
  Art & Culture in the  
  Fabulous FL Keys 

SPEAKER: Liz Young 

February 3, 2012 

TOPIC: !ƴ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ [ƛŦŜ 

SPEAKER: Deborah Goldman 

March 2, 2012 

TOPIC: The Art of Philanthropy 

SPEAKER: Justin Kawaler 

Annual General Membership Meeting  

Wednesday, January 4th, 2012                     

6:00 pm in the social hall.  

All CBZ members are invited!  

As there were no additional candidates for the 

three Board positions, the Board will                

continue with current members.                                           

An update of the status of Congregation B'nai 

Zion will be given by Fred Covan, president.                 

The Board will hold its regular monthly meeting 

following the membership meeting.       

ñññññññ-                                  

PLEASE NOTE:                                                                          

Starting with the meeting on February 6th,                         

the monthly meeting of the Board of Directors will be 

held on the 1st Monday of the month going forward.   

                                                                                                               

WEôRE FAMOUS! 

Do you remember this photo?  If you have a 

really good memory, you might recall that it    

appeared on the back page of the May/June 

2011 issue of the CBZ newsletter in recognition 

of our 2011 Purim celebration.  The photo 

(taken by our own gabbai, Sidney Wharton,  

using his cell phone camera the night of the  

Megillah reading) shows (left to right) ruach   

leaders Dr. John Kreinces, Rabbi Shimon Dudai 

and Howard Spialter.  Well, it seems that public   

relations for CBZ has ñgone nationalò!   A 

photo that is almost identical to the one above 

appears in the current (December 2011/January 2012) 

issue of HADASSAH MAGAZINE! The        

article, ñThe Jewish Traveler-Key Westò is a 

compilation of Key Westôs  Jewish History and 

current Jewish life in our southernmost city.  

Congregation Bônai Zion is prominently noted 

in the article for its role both historically and 

presently as a focal point of Jewish life in Key 

West.  If you would like to receive a scanned 

copy of the article, please e-mail 

ElyseCBZ@gmail.com.  (Test your observation 

skills.  What is the primary difference between 

the two photos?  The answer will appear in the 

next issue of the newsletter.)  3  


