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Rabbi Dudaiôs Message 

AMERICA & ISRAEL ALLIANCE   
 

The War Years: 

 In 1933, the Nazi party took power of the 

Third Reich, over the ruined Weimar                   

Republic in Germany.  The persecution of 

the German Jews increased significantly in 

intensity, when World War II started in 1939, accompanied 

by the systematic destruction of Jewish communities                   

throughout Europe and beyond.  While here in America, Jews 

were under no such danger, they were, however, quite                             

powerless to do anything to help their brethren in Europe.  

Jews generally had no political influence and no voice of any 

consequence in Washington D.C. 

Major Turning Point: 

On May 14, 1948, David Ben-Gurion issued a Declaration    

of Independence for the State of Israel. Within eleven                   

minutes of Israelõs founding, President Harry S. Truman, on 

behalf of the United States, formally recognized the Jewish 

government as the political authority of the new Jewish state.  

This swift show of support began the on-going positive                   

association between America and Israel.  The re-establishment 

of the nation of Israel, in the area of its historic and biblical 

land, restored sovereignty to all Jews  wherever they were.  For 

the first time, oppressed and persecuted Jews could stand up 

straight, lift up their heads, and know with certainty that there 

was a place to which they could immigrate and where they would be both safe  and welcome. 

Even in the United States, the dynamics and ambiance of Jewish life improved significantly over time. What was still 

missing, however, was a Jewish organization dedicated to the special relationship between the United States and    

Israel with a view to creating a vibrant, mutually beneficial alliance between the two countries.  The creation of     

AIPAC was a natural progression in the "Emancipation" of Jewish America. It has achieved both objectives. First, it 

has given a powerful voice to American Jews. Second, it has nurtured and continues to deepen the unique and most 

valuable alliance between these two natural allies. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
 

SEND WHATEVER YOUôD LIKE TO SHARE TO ELYSE                        

AT ElyseCBZ@gmail.com            

Deadline for the September/October    

issue is August 8th !                                                       

Please note early deadline!!  
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WHATõS NEW? 

I start with an apology that you are receiving this issue a 

bit late.  Unfortunately, my husband (Howard) had a 

health scare ñ heõs fine now, but my time and focus were 

both too limited to complete the newsletter as scheduled.  

To those who were aware and extended their good wishes, 

sincere thanks from both of us!  

Luckily, this issue was not as time -sensitive as most.  So, I 

continued with and was able to complete for inclusion in 

this issue an item Iõm very pleased to  present; it is a                

full chronological review and geographical review of the 

History Panels project that Iõve been including, one Panel 

per issue, throughout the past year.  Please see the article 

and photos on pages 3 & 7. 

Thanks so much to all those who helped with the proof-

reading of this issue and those who took the photographs.  

May we all enjoy the remainder of the summer being              

restful, safe and maybe not too hot!  

                                                                         ˫ˣ˪˷ 
Elyse  

                                                             



Presidentôs Message (from Dr. Fred Covan)  

As much as I have been trying to,              

I cannot think of anything profound,     

spiritual, humorous, or interesting to     

say. Have a great summer, see             

you around, and stay upbeat. 

                 Shalom, Fred  
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Please remember, CBZ is a 

volunteer organization with    

no ñpaid office staffò é  

If you call & get the office     

answering machine, please   

leave a message & someone    

will get back to you as soon 

as possible or contact                                           

CBZ thru our  Website:  

www.bnaizionkw.org  

Committees @ CBZ    

Yahrzeit  FLC  Ritual  Finance   Cemetery  Kitchen                           
Committee  Commitee  Committee    Committee  Committee  Committee                                          
Si Stern (Family Learning Rabbi Dudai Si Stern  Sheldon Davidson Rebetzen Nadia Dudai                                                       
Bruce York  Center) Justin Kawaler  Fred Covan Fred Covan Yael Hermelin                               
Karen Grant-Margil Rabbi Dudai Dr. John Kreinces Sheldon Davidson Bounce Margil Kelly Klitenick          
 Dr. John Kreinces Bounce Margil Eileen Kawaler Kenny Weschler Mae McMahan                                      
 Penny Maun           Sid Wharton     Justin Kawaler   Si Stern                                          
 Liz Young    Mae McMahan   Kenny Weschler                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 Sarah Klitenick     Liz Young   Membership                                                                                                                                                              
       Alan Solomon Committee   Historian                                                                                                                    
       Peter Rysman Alan Solomon Jack Einhorn 
                                                                                                                                               

Rabbi Dudaiôs Message (CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1) 

The Conference: 

Last May, I was graciously invited by David and Susan Samrick to 

join them in the Annual AIPAC Conference in Washington D.C.  

This was, without a doubt, one the most impressive events I have 

ever attended.  The venue, the Conference Center in the heart of 

our nationõs capital, aptly accommodated the large number of   

attendees.  The scale of this yearõs event was amazing with over 

10,000 AIPAC members and supporters present.  The list of VIPs 

was incredible.  In attendance were President Barack Obama, 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, numerous United States 

Senators and Congressional Representatives, as well as many                  

Governors, Mayors, church leaders and members of the Press.  

The smooth, orderly management of this event by AIPAC was 

outstanding. 

Attending a plenary session was a unique experience, with a huge 

audience listening to great speakers. Their message was simple and 

direct: their love for America; their devotion to Israel; and, their 

unshakable commitment to the alliance between these two                     

countries.   

We also had the opportunity to meet with a group of Christian 

clergy of all denominations and races. Frankly, I was surprised by 

their love of Israel and their active political support of Israel. They 

were there to lobby their U. S. Representative and/or Senator on 

behalf of Israel.  We met with Floridaõs Senators, Bill Nelson 

(Democrat) and Marco Rubio (Republican), who are both                      

committed to the support of Israel and to the alliance.     

I commend AIPAC and personally endorse the organization.                     

Consider very seriously how you can contribute and support its                                   

continuing efforts on behalf of Israel.  Those involved are doing             

G-d's work. 

Have a pleasant and safe summer. 

Rabbi Dudai 

 

The CBZ Southernmost Sisterhood Update:   The CBZ 
Sisterhood is on hiatus for the summer;  plans will resume in 
the fall.  Watch for future information and enjoy the summer! 

CBZ is happy to see our Cantor, Dr, John, 

progressing so well after his recent surgery! 

Two wonderful CDs                                                                     

created by CBZ Cantor,                                        

Dr. John Kreinces,                                          

are available in the CBZ Gift Shop. 

The first is Johnôs well received                                                  

Shabbat Morning Service CD. 

A wonderful companion to the above,                   

is the more recently released               

Amen, Amen, Amen CD.                                                                

It contains the melodies of the                                              

Rosh Hashanah Musaf and is unique             

in that Johnôs own voice makes up the                          

choir-like multiple voices heard.                       

This CD is accompanied by a                                         

28-page illustrated booklet. 

Each CD is available for a                                            

suggested donation of $25 ð all proceeds 

are donated to Bônai Zion. 

They are wonderful and truly                        

works of art by John. 



THE JEWISH HISTORY PANELS: LôDOR VôDOR (FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION)                                                                                                       
The Jewish History of Key West (1883 -1968) 

Officially presented in June 2010 by Susie Savitch on behalf of the myriad of those that made this project a reality, this series of 
five photo-montage Lôdor Vôdor Panels now hangs at the back of the CBZ Social Hall.  Each Panel includes photographs and text 
that represent important historical elements contributing to the evolution of Congregation Bônai Zion.  Throughout the past 
ñnewsletterò year, one Panel has been highlighted per issue.  This July/August issue will complete the current coverage of this 
project with both a chronological review and a geographic review.  This series of newsletter articles has been intended to        
emphasize the rich history of CBZ (starting more than 120 years ago) encompassed by the Panels & the entire Lôdor Vôdor                    
project.  If you have not already done so, you are urged to come see the Panels for yourself, or, to at least review the full series  
of 2010-2011 newsletter articles/photographs (see the synagogueôs website) to fully glean the magnitude and significance of                   
this project.  A complete listing of all those involved in bringing this project to fruition can be found on pages 3 & 5 of the                                
July/August 2010 issue.  Appreciation is extended to Susie and all those involved! 

CHRONOLOGICAL REVIEW:  

Panel 1 - The Late 1800ôs:  This panel emphasizes the earliest Jewish families who settled in Key West and their                     
experiences (some difficult and some rewarding) becoming part of the cityôs already thriving business community.   

Panel 2 - 1890 thru 1904:  This panel focuses on the expansion of the Jewish community of Key West as more families 
arrived and sought to be involved in religious, social and community service activities. 

Panel 3 - 1887 thru 1907:  This panel describes the still small Jewish community, but vibrant & continuing to expand, and 
highlights its focus on establishing the first synagogue in Key West (which became Congregation Bônai Zion).  

Panel 4 - early-to-mid 1900s:   This panel depicts the time period, prior to WW II, when Key West experienced a decline 
due to the loss of several industries & then the Depression, with the result that only about a dozen Jewish families                       
remained by the mid-1930s.  Also depicted is the period of growth that WW II brought, both in the city and in the Jewish 
community.  Newer arrivals to the Jewish community merged with those from long-standing families (sometimes in the 
form of weddings, such as Rose Appel & Dr. Herman Moore and Rose Kaplan & Jack Einhorn) and this timeframe ended 
with a sense of regained strength.  

Panel 5 - 1955 thru 1968:  From the addition of a social hall to the original site of CBZ in 1955, to the groundbreaking of 
the current home of CBZ on United Street in 1968, this Panel shows the incredible development of the Bônai Zion                               
community in terms of being a Jewish organization and in terms of its members being an integral part of Key West. 

GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW:  Editorôs Note é On the bottom of page 7 is a suggested ñJewish History Tourò (that I put 
together) of physical locations in Key West that relate to the history of CBZ.  Keeping in mind the time a tour participant can 
devote, and the space available here, it is not possible to mention every possible site; thus, the tour includes                              
representative examples that coordinate with the phases of history that the Panels summarize.  If walking this route is too 
tough, especially if it is hot out, may I recommend biking or perhaps even hiring a pedi-cab.   I hope you find this tour of 
value for your own exploration of Jewish Key West & as a tool for visiting friends & family.  

 

< To The Left  

528-530 Simonton St.  

The Original CBZ                                

top: restaurant ñnowò                        

bottom: shul ñthenò                 
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To The Right >  

526-528 Duval St. 

The Lewinsky Building                  

top: storefronts ñnowò                        

bottom: saloon ñthenò 
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