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Rabbi Dudaiôs Message 

F o r  t h e  L o v e  o f  T r e e s 

According to Halakha, the rules              

of engagement are straightforward,        

simple and clear, but most important,                         

compassionate. They reflect Jewish      

attitudes about war.  All parties involved 

in the conflict/combat are given particular 

consideration.  First, our own warriors are 

considered.  We have a list of all those who should be      

exempt (including:  he who is faint of heart; he who built a 

new house and never lived in it; he who planted a vineyard 

and has not tasted its fruit; and he who betrothed a bride but 

not married her).  All these are to be sent back home; it 

would not be fair to do otherwise.  Second, the enemy is 

given consideration.  We are required to start trying to solve 

our disputes peacefully. No hostilities are allowed until a 

peace offer is made and, if after sufficient time is given for 

consultation the peace offer is rejected, only then we are   

permitted to proceed with fighting.  Finally, the environment 

is given consideration.  Wanton, wholesale destruction is 

forbidden.                                

Special attention is given to trees. "Ki Ha-Adam Etz           

Hassadeh, Lavoh Mipaneikha Ba-Matzor" (Deuteronomy 20:19). 

ñIs a tree like a man who can run away from you?ò              

Of course not!  So, we are forbidden from cutting trees and 

using them as instruments of war.  As we have discussed 

previously, Torah is like no other text and we are instructed 

to look for more layers of meaning.  We see that the Torah 

compares a tree to a man, thus, perhaps the answer to the 

above question should be, ñYes, a tree is as valuable as a 

manò.  Even more so, the text tells us the tree is our "alter 

egoò, the tree is you - treat it, and by extension treat others, 

the way you would want to be treated.  This Torah injunction 

started an ongoing love affair between the tree and the people       

 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHATõS NEW? 

Of course, the most obvious new item is the New 

Year of 2011; so, I start with best wishes to you all 

for a wonderful 2011.  

Soon, we will also be celebrating the Jewish holiday 

that is considered the New Year for Trees, the 

holiday of Tu BõShevat.  To find out more about it, 

please see the Rabbiõs article that starts on this  

page and the additional information on page 2 . 

Thereõs also a new twist to this yearõs òFeed Your 

Soul / Feed Your Mindó Series.  The services &   

lectures will be joined with Shabbat Dinners (which 

our president, Fred, likes to call the òfeed your 

stomachó part).  All the details can be found on 

page 3 , including the four Friday nights scheduled.  

Be sure to look over the Calendar of Events on the 

back page which provides a quick review of all 

thatõs happening! 

I conclude with a thank you (on behalf of me and 

Howard) for the good wishes from our CBZ friends 

for our ònewó KW house.                                          

˫ˣ˪˷,  

Elyse  

 

January / February 2011 

THE CBZ NEWLETTER IS PRODUCED BI-MONTHLY BY ELYSE SPIALTER                    

SEND WHATEVER YOUôD LIKE TO SHARE TO ELYSE AT 

ElyseCBZ@gmail.com            

DEADLINE For Mar/Apr Issue is February15th! 

 

  NEWS 
  

CHADASHOT 

 TU BôSHEVAT (The 15th of Shevat)           

Celebrated in 2011 on January 19-20 (sundown to sundown)    
ðððððððððððððððð                                   
Editorôs Note: The custom of planting trees is often       
observed by buying trees in Israel.  At 
JNF.com youôll find info about Operation 
Carmel Renewal, an emergency                 
campaign now running in response to 
the recent horrific forest fire in Israel. 



Presidentôs Message 

 
The New Year (the Jewish one), started off with a bang.  We had our biggest Hanukkah Party ever, 
with great food (of course, thanks to Nadia and her crew).  Last Saturday was the Lighted Boat Parade 
and we were represented by Bounce Margilôs boat blasting Klezmer music and displaying our nine-foot  
Menorah.  Our boat always gets a great response from the crowd at that event. 

Last year, we began a program called ñFeed Your Mind, Feed Your Soulò with speakers after the Friday 
night service.  Because it was so successful, we are repeating it this year earlier in the season so that 
more of you can attend.  This time, itôll be Feed Your Mind, Feed Your Soul, Feed Your Stomach     
because we will be having the speakers on the same night as our monthly Shabbat dinners.  Please 
refer to the article about this event for more specific details and please be sure to join us.  You wonôt be 
disappointed! 

Several new members have joined our congregation in the past two months.  So, this is just a reminder 
to be sure to greet people you donôt recognize at services, to help all ï especially our newest members 
-- feel welcome and so that we continue to live up to our reputation as the oldest and friendliest       
synagogue in South Florida.                                                                           
                                                                     Shalom, Fred 
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 Committees @ CBZ                                                                                                                                                                                           
Yahrzeit  FLC  Ritual  Finance   Cemetery  Kitchen                           
Committee  Commitee  Committee    Committee  Committee  Committee                                          
Si Stern Rabbi Dudai Rabbi Dudai Si Stern  Sheldon Davidson Rebetzen Nadia Dudai                                                       
Sheldon Davidson Dr. John Kreinces Justin Kawaler  Fred Covan Fred Covan Yael Hermelin                               
Karen Grant-Margil Penny Maun             Dr. John Kreinces Sheldon Davidson Bounce Margil Kelly Klitenick 
 Liz Young              Bounce Margil Eileen Kawaler Kenny Weschler Mae McMahan                                      
 Sarah Klitenick          Sid Wharton     Mae McMahan   Si Stern                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Membership  Sisterhood         Liz Young     Kenny Weschler                                                                                                                                                             
Committee  Co-Facilitators  Historian  Alan Solomon                                                                                                                     
Alan Solomon Debby Schlein Jack Einhorn Peter Rysman                                                                                                                                                
 Linda Rysman                                                                                   
    

Please remember, CBZ is a 

volunteer organization with    

no ñpaid office staffò é  

If you call & get the office     

answering machine, please   

leave a message & someone    

will get back to you as soon 

as possible or contact                                           

CBZ thru our  Website:  

www.bnaizionkw.org  

Rabbi Dudaiôs Message               
(CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 ) 
 

of Israel that is expressed by the yearly planting of tens 

of thousands of trees by young and old, all over Israel 

on the holiday of Tu Bõshevat.  After four hundred 

years of neglect by the Ottoman rulers and the use of 

trees as fuel by the native population, resulting in a 

denuded, barren and desolate landscape, this beautiful 

tradition of planting trees has made Israel the 

greenest country in the Middle East. 

Our love and care for the environment was taught and 

practiced from pre-Talmudic times.  In the first century, 

the great sage Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai (founder of 

the Academy of Yavneh) taught a whole generation of 

our most famous and accomplished Rabbis of the 

Mishnah.  He singlehandedly put in place a system of 

learning, worship and Torah study that displaced the 

culture of animal sacrifice and replaced it with our 

current system of prayer. He knew that was the only way 

that could preserve the Jewish people and time has 

proven him right.  He famously said,  "If you are about to 

plant a tree and someone tells you, ôThe Messiah has 

come, let us go and welcome himõ, you must first finish 

planting the tree, then you can go to greet the Messiah." 
 

May you all be blessed.                                                        

Rabbi Dudai 

Tu BõShevat Concepts 

Trees hold a distinctive place in the Jewish imagination. 
Adam and Eve were banished from the Garden of Eden   
because they ate from the tree of knowledge. Although that 
tree and the tree of life remained standing in paradise,  
cherubim and fiery swords guard the portals so that humans 
can never reenter and achieve immortality. Instead the Torah 
itself has come to be seen as a tree of life, offering ñlength of 
daysò for ñthose who grasp herò (Proverbs 3:16, 18). 

This holiday is one of four New Yearôs days on the Jewish 
calendar. The feast of Tishrei begins the religious New Year. 
The first of Nisan is the New Year for kings, a date used for 
calculating the years of a kingôs reign. The first of Elul is the 
New Year for tithing animals and the fifteenth of Shevat is the 
New Year for trees. The only New Year to fall on the fifteenth 
rather than the first day of the month, Tu BôShevat parallels  
a midsummer festival of the vineyards, celebrated on the  
fifteenth day of the month of Av. 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððð-- 

Editorôs Note:  At my request, Sheldon Davidson was kind 

enough to share the above passages with me, so that I could 

share them with you.  My thanks to Sheldon for this and     

for all of his on-going help with the newsletter. 
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ęFEED YOUR MIND, FEED YOUR SOULĚ / SHABBAT DINNER Series   

Mark your calendars now for these four very special Friday evenings at CBZ!                                        

Continuing last yearôs successful pairing of an inspiring Friday night service followed by an      

interesting lecture program, this yearôs new addition is that each event in the series now   

concludes with a wonderful Family Shabbat Dinner (with menus by Rebetzen Nadia).                                                                

Come to worship ... Come to learn é Come to eat é Itôs a perfect Jewish trio! 

*****************************************                                                                
Make reservations by contacting Ken Weschler                                                                  

(305) 292 - 1920          kayjay915@aol.com                                                                               
PLEASE make reservations by the Monday prior the event                                                    

(When making your reservation, providing number of adults & children is a must and a contact number as well!) 
You are encouraged to send a check in advance to CBZ (750 United Street, Key West, FL, 33040)                                        

& please mark the specific date(s) that the check is intended to cover in the memo.                                                            

$18 per Adult     $10 per child (under 13)                                                                                              
The Shabbat dinner for each event will begin with blessings over the wine & challah;                                                         

BYO strictly kosher wine is welcome if you so desire. 
 

Friday, January 7th ĕ 6:00 PM  

Friday, February 4th ĕ 6:00 PM  

Friday, February 25th ĕ 6:00 PM  (note new date) 

The 4th & final evening in the series is scheduled for Friday, April 1st (NOTE start time of 7:00 PM ) - details to follow. 

GUEST SPEAKER: Brewster Chamberlin - A local now,  Mr. Chamberlin spent several decades working as 
a historian, archivist, university teacher, lecturer, poet, essayist and writer of fiction while living in Manhattan, Ger-
many, France, Italy, Washington DC and Greece.  In 2001, he retired from an executive position at the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington DC, moving with his wife Lynn-Marie Smith to Key 

West to concentrate on a series of five novels.  Brewster's talk last Spring opened the door for many of us 
to a world of discovery and knowledge about the Holocaust Museumôs inspiration and beginning.  This  

charming and brilliant man is sure to provide an informative and educational evening. 

MENU:  Matza Ball Soup, Roasted Chicken, Potatoes, Romaine Salad, Cake and Coffee & Tea 

GUEST SPEAKER:   David Schofield - Artist David Schofield's large, exquisitely detailed, pen-and-
ink cityscape drawings have won wide acclaim and are in many premier collections.  He has lived 

and worked in Key West for decades and has agreed to share his current work (which is not exhib-
ited in any gallery) with our congregation.  He is a most private and fascinating artist, and once you 

have spent this special hour with him, you will never forget him or his extraordinary work.  Please join 
us for this special evening of art and conversation with artist David Schofield. 

MENU:  Moroccan Fish, Chicken & Rice with Raisins, Lentils with Sauteed Onions,                                  
Mixed Green Salad, Cookies and Coffee & Tea 

GUEST SPEAKER:   Milton Esterow - We welcome special guest Milton Esterow to Key West and 

CBZ.  ARTnews editor and publisher, Milton Esterow, a former New York Times reporter and assistant to 

the cultural news editor, has lectured extensively around the world about art and the art market, and is the 

author of The Art Stealers.  During the last three decades of his leadership, ARTnews has won 40 major 

awards for reporting, analysis, criticism, and designðthe first and only art magazine to win these awards. 

At CBZ he will answer questions and share stories of recovering art stolen during the Holocaust. 

MENU:  Gefilte Fish, Baked Chicken, Kashe Varnishkes, Mixed Green Salad, Cake and Coffee & Tea 



 

MAZEL TOV !  
JANUARY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  

    7  Linda & Peter Rysman  

    9  Sandie Klubeck & Jim Everett  

    20  Linda & Harris Estroff  

FEBRUARY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  

    11  Ronite Berdugo & Eric Dickstein  

    12  Diane & Fred Covan  

    19  Tracey & Daren Oppenheimer  
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A belated Happy Birthday to 

Richard Esbin (December 18)  

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  

9  Mildred Varon  

15  Nancy Cohen  

16  Margie Randall  

17  Michelle Cohen  

18   Gil Hermelin  

20  Michael Kass  

26   Michele Green  

 Cole Altman  

27   Rachel Appelrouth  

 Claire Zuckerman  

28  Mindy Esbin  

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  

2  Claire Zoe Young  

3  Susan Samrick  

4   Neal Farr  

 Liz Young  

6  Susan Server  

9  Elyse Spialter  

12  Judy Blume  

13   Elias Gerth  

 Sheldon Davidson  

16  Arlene Doty  

18   Janet Kass  

 Dorothy Schwartz  

 Deborah Meisel  

21  Si Krinsky  

22  Edith Amsterdam  

23  Neal Ruchman  

28  Carol Abramovitz      

MAZEL TOV to CBZ members Eileen & Justin Kawaler who are receiving this yearôs                                                            
Florence Spottswood Humanitarian of the Year Award and will be honored at an organizational gala being held                      

at the Marriott Beachside Resort on January 29, 2011 @ 6:30pm. 

Florence Spottswood was the founder of the American Red Cross chapter in Key West in 1917 and the award, 
named in her honor, recognizes leaders who exemplify the principles of the American Red Cross:  humanity,                     

impartiality, neutrality, independence, volunteer service and unity.   

Tickets to the tropical black-tie event cost $150.  For more information, call 305-296-4033 

WELCOME to New Members:                                                                                                 

Jay J. Levin & Greg L. Rowley  and Lucy K. Barker  

TREES OF LIFE:  Designed by renowned synagogue artist Sanford Werfel;         

�H�Q�K�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�H�D�X�W�\���D�Q�G���J�U�D�F�H���R�I���R�X�U���6�D�Q�F�W�X�D�U�\���«���W�K�H���E�U�D�Q�F�K�H�V���I�R�U�P���W�K�H���+�H�E�U�H�Z���Z�R�U�G�V����
� Étz Chaim �µ���D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�W�R�Q�H�V���D�W���W�K�H���U�R�R�W�V���D�U�H���V�\�P�E�R�O�L�F�����R�I���W�K�H��Twelve Tribes of Israel .               
The golden leaves and stones may be inscribed to acknowledge joyous occasions,                
including births, weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, graduations & Bar/Bat Mitzvahs.  

Perform a mitzvah �«�����%�X�\���D��Leaf  for $180 or Foundation Stone  for $1500  
 Please contact Mae McMahan  at 296 -9669 to purchase                                              

THANK YOU & MAZEL TOV TO ALL for the following New Leaves:                                
CBZ honors Clara Liszt on her 90th birthday (October 10, 2010)                                  
Rabbi & Nadia Dudai: h/o  Debby & Dov Schlein for their generosity & kindness  
Rabbi & Nadia Dudai:  h/o  our daughter Danielle Dudai & our son Avi Dudai    
In honor of Angela Sugar with love from her children & grandchildren                                
Sidney & Deborah Goldman:  h/o our grandson, Alexei Wolf Goldman , born 11/21/1 0 

THE JEWISH HISTORY PANELS: �/�¶�'�2�5���9�¶�'�2�5����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  
(FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION)                             
The Jewish History of Key West (1883-1968) 
Officially presented in June 2010 by Susie Savitch on behalf of the myriad of those 

that made this project a reality, this series of five photo-montage panels now hangs 

at the back of the CBZ Social Hall.  While you are urged to see the Panels for     

yourself, the newsletters for the 2010-11 year will provideðone Panel per  issueða 

synopsis of what is covered.  This series is intended to emphasize the rich history 

of CBZ encompassed by the Panels & the entire Lôdor Vôdor project. 

PANEL 3 - see photo on page 5   

This Panel includes various photos of the Appel, Appelrouth, Garfunkel  
& Markowitz families, who were among the next wave of Jewish arrivals 
in Key West.  In 1887, Louis Fine and others began holding religious   
services in whatever location was available, sometimes on the 2nd floor 
of the Fineôs dry goods store.  In 1907, the 1st synagogue in Key West 
was established ð Congregation Bônai Zion (originally Rodeph Shalom) 
ð in a converted medical building at 528-530 Simonton Street .   As there 
was no Social Hall until 1955, the YMHA (formed in 1907) was the center 

of Jewish social life during this period.  

MAZEL TOV                                                                             

t o Debby  &  Dov Schlein  on their daughter 

Ronitõs engagement to Thomas Marrec! 


