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Rabbi Dudaiôs Message 

Spiritual Calendar: Winter 2010 
 

This time of the year we are blessed, here in 

Key West, with a wonderful climate, and 

doubly blessed by having our many friends 

returning to join us from the cold country of 

the north. This time of the year in the Jewish 

calendar is rich with many important dates 

that we can celebrate, meditate upon and 

learn from. I bring them to you, hoping that you will consult the 

list when you plan your activities, and perhaps come join us on 

some of those dates. 

January and February correspond to the Hebrew months of 

Shevat and Adar. This, in turn, coincides with the reading of the 

book of Exodus in the sequential reading of the Torah. We start 

immediately with the grandeur of Joseph's elevated position in 

Egypt, followed by the treachery of the Egyptian new king who 

enslaves the Hebrews and thus begins more than two hundred 

years of pain and suffering.  The birth of Moses brings hope; 

then, with the plagues, the promise of redemption lifts sagging 

spirits; and finally, the redemption and exodus from bondage 

signal the beginnings of healing and the blessings of freedom. 

Tu BõShevat is celebrated on 15 Shevat.  It is the yearly         

celebration of our love for and devotion to protecting the        

environment.  The holiday places special emphasis on trees.  In 

contemporary Israel it is marked by the planting of trees;       

each year thousands of trees are planted by young and old alike.   

It is called the òNew Year of the Treesó in the Talmud because it 

is the date from which the tithing year of fruit trees was           

calculated in ancient Israel.  It was a time to set aside food        

for the poor, the needy and the stranger.  This year,                       

Tu BõShevat  will be celebrated on January 30, which happens to 

be Shabbat Shirah (Shabbat of the Exodus). 

February starts with our reading of the awe inspiring, unique  

experience at Mt. Sinai of being in the presence of the Divine 

and receiving the Torah.  The Torah has been and continues to 

be our guide in building a society based on justice, the protection 

of the weak and destitute and the concepts of generosity and  

loving-kindness. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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NEWS 

WHATõS NEW?        
     Happy 2010 to all!  What a perfect time to talk about what 
is new!!  As you read this issue, I am likely celebrating the  
New Year with Howard and our two children (daughter, Kayli, 
age 22, and son, Zal, age 21) in Vegas.  Wish us luck ! 
     The past weeks were filled with activity ñbe sure to take a 
look at òWe Sharedó on page 5 for a recap of the wonderful 
CBZ Hanukkah party.  
     Around the corner are the winter holidays of Tu BõShevat 
and Purim.  Starting to the right , Rabbi shares facts & 
thoughts regarding these holidays.  His article continues on 
page 3 , where you find more fun & practical holiday           
information.  
     As always, check out the  Calendar of Events , found on the 
back page in every issue, to get a quick review of the dates 
you need to know. 
     I extend special thanks to my dedicated proof -readers, 
Sheldon Davidson & Howard Spialter.  Appreciation as well to 
Sheldon Davidson, Karen Grant -Margil, Bernie Kaplan & Sandie 
Klubeck for their contributions of content to this issue.  
     Hereõs to a year filled with both the old & fond and the 
new & invigorating for the entire CBZ community!  

˫ˣ˪˷,   

Elyse  

                                                                 

 

January / February 2010 

        

                                           

        MAZEL TOV ! 

  

                                            
Rabbi Shimon and Rebetzen Nadia Dudai celebrate                

Hanukkah & their wedding anniversary at CBZ! 

THE CBZ NEWLETTER IS PRODUCED BI-MONTHLY BY ELYSE SPIALTER                    

SEND WHATEVER YOUôD LIKE TO SHARE TO ELYSE AT 

ElyseCBZ@gmail.com            

DEADLINE For Mar/Apr Issue is February15th! 



Presidentôs Message 

 Cemetery Issues II: 

Since my last message regarding the issue of burying Jewish non-members in our cemetery in Big 

Coppitt (not in the Old Town Cemetery), I have had some thoughtful conversations with some      

members and Iôm not sure what is the best course of action. 

I had argued that if a Jew wants to be buried in a Jewish cemetery and they live in Key West, we have 

an obligation to honor that wish upon their paying the usual burial fees plus their ñlateò membership 

dues.  There seems to be enough room in our section in Big Coppitt.  We own 53 plots and more are 

available for us to purchase.  However, others have argued that Jews also have a responsibility to 

support their synagogue where they live.  (I totally agree.)  They believe it is not fair for someone who 

has never contributed to the maintenance of our synagogue to expect to be given the privilege of   

burial in our cemetery.  As an aside, I know many Jews in Key West who identify themselves as Jew-

ish, but adamantly refuse to pay any money to the Congregation, even though they use our facility ï 

but thatôs another issue. 

So is it fair - to people who are paying, supporting members of CBZ ï to pay the same as someone 

(obviously itôs their family) who never supported us, to be buried in our cemetery, as long as they pay 

an after-the-fact membership fee?  Do we lose the incentive, the guarantee of a Jewish burial, that leads people to become members?  

I hope that is not the primary reason people have for being members, but perhaps Iôm naive.  So, I donôt know the solution. 

I tell you about this now because Iôm going to discuss it at our annual membership meeting on January 6, 2010.                             

Hope to see you there. 

           Shalom, Fred 

                                                                                      Committees @ CBZ                                                                                                                                                                                           
Fund -Raising  Yarzheit    Family Learning   Ritual   Finance   Cemetery  Kitchen                                                     
Sheldon Davidson Committee            Center    Committee   Committee  Committee  Committee                                
Francine Kreinces Si Stern  Liz Young   Rabbi Dudai  Si Stern  Sheldon Davidson Rebetzen Nadia Dudai                   
Maxine Makover Sheldon Davidson Rabbi Dudai   Justin Kawaler  Fred Covan Fred Covan Yael Hermelin                                    
Susie Savitch Mare Contrare      Dr. John Kreinces  Dr. John Kreinces Sheldon Davidson Bounce Margil Kelly Klitenick                                  
Debbie Schlein         Bounce Margil Eileen Kawaler Kenny Weschler Mae McMahan                               
Alan Solomon Historian  Membership Committee  Sid Wharton  Mae McMahan                                                                                                       
Barbara Webb Jack Einhorn Alan Solomon     Liz Young                                                                                                                                             
Shoshana Lichtenstein          Alan Solomon                                                                                                                                                                                      

   LLLETETET   USUSUS   KNOWKNOWKNOW   IFIFIF   YOUYOUYOUôôôRERERE   INTERESTINTERESTINTEREST   INININ   JOININGJOININGJOINING   AAA   COMMITTEECOMMITTEECOMMITTEE!!!   

Please remember, CBZ is a volunteer organization with no ñpaid office staffò é  

If you call & get the office answering machine, 

please leave a message & someone will get                        

back to you as soon as possible or contact                                           

CBZ thru our  Website:  www.bnaizionkw.org 
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CBZ Forum Regarding Burials and Related Matters in the CBZ Cemeteries  

CBZ Social Hallñ750 United Street, Key West, Florida 33040  

Monday, January 11, 2009, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  

Congregation Bõnai Zion maintains two cemeteries. One of the them is located in a section of the Key West Cemetery 

abutting Frances Street (hereinafter òCBZ Key Westó)  and the other is located in a section of  the Big Coppitt Cemetery 

(hereinafter òCBZ Big Coppitt.ó) 

In the past year, the CBZ Bylaws have been amended to reflect the fees and other costs that are required to be paid as 

conditions precedent to burial.  In addition, the Key West Cemetery now mandates that certain forms must be filled out 

prior to burial and before a slab, ledger, and headstone may be placed on the decedentõs grave. And, there are now re-

quirements regarding the dimensions of these items in order to ensure maximum use of the limited space available in 

CBZ Key West. 

On Monday, January 11, 2010, the Cemetery Committee (Fred Covan, Kenneth Weschler, Bounce Margil and Sheldon 

Davidson) will conduct a forum regarding the rules and regulations of the Key West Cemetery and Congregation Bõnai 

Zion concerning burials in CBZ Key West and the applicable financial obligations that must be met before burial will be 

permitted in either CBZ cemetery. The forum will be held in the Social Hall at CBZ, 750 United Street, Key West, Florida, 

33040 from 7 p.m to 9 p.m.  

Whether you have an existing reservation(s) or just want more information about possible burials in the CBZ cemeteries, 

this forum is designed to answer your questions and to assist you in making sure your spouse, partner and/or Estate 

Representative are prepared to effectively and efficiently move forward at the time of your death and to arrange for the 

concrete slab, ledger and headstone at the appropriate time thereafter.  

We look forward to meeting with you at the forum on January 11. Thank you.  



Rabbi Dudaiôs Message (CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 ) 
 

February brings the Hebrew month of Adar (which technically is the last month in the calendar.)  We now begin a 

countdown to Purim.  The first reminder is Shabbat Shekalim (Saturday, February 13), which is the traditional time of 

collecting funds for the maintenance of the Sanctuary for the coming year.  This is followed by Shabbat Zachor (Saturday, 

February 27), immediately before Purim.  We read the Torah injunction of combating evil, represented by Amalek. 

Amalek abides in Jewish consciousness as the prototype of wickedness. The hateful conduct of Amalek continues to stand 

for all those who have attacked Jews, especially when they were weak and unable to defend themselves. The Jews of the 

Persian Empire experienced that hateful conduct in the story of Esther. 

Purim, which is celebrated on 14 Adar, falls this year on February 27-28. It is a festival of joy and gratitude for the salvation 

of òIsraeló from the evil plan of Amalek-Haman. Historically, the consequences of Haman's plot were an important catalyst 

in the beginning of the òreturn to Zionò under the leadership of Ezra Hasofer and Nehemiah. This was the re-

establishment of the second commonwealth of Israel in Jerusalem and in Judea.  Talmudic sources tell us that, even if all 

other festivals will be abolished in messianic times, the festival of Purim will not be abolished. This is to teach us that 

human behavior will not change - hatred, bigotry and injustice will persist.  Purim reminds us of our continuing obligation 

to confront, combat and defeat evil in all of its forms 

Exactly, one month later, we will celebrate Pesach.  

May you all be blessed. 

Rabbi Dudai 

PURIMðFebruary 27 -28, 2010 

Saturday ðFeb. 27th, 6:30 PM   

Havdallah service & Megillah reading é               

followed by refreshments/hamantaschen                
 

Sundayï Feb. 28th, 7:30 PM  

Purim Party!  
 PURIM MUSICALðCOSTUME CONTESTðHOLIDAY NOSH 
 

The CBZ Prime Time Players will be putting on 
an original musical Purim Show.  The show 
will have costumes, acting, and music with 
special lyrics set to popular tunes written & 

performed  by our own members .  

If you don't already know ... B'nai Zion's got 
talent!  Here's your opportunity to enjoy 

something unique and fun .  

Following the show, there will be a costume 

contest and a hamantaschen party.  
This event may also include an art show/sale ð hopefully 
featuring some of our very talented local community 
members ð watch for more details as the holiday nears.  

Come to CBZ for Purim.  

Hamantaschen, Fellowship & a Musical Show!  

What could be bad?  
 

The rabbis were so enamored of Purim that they 
declared in a maxim,  òFrom the beginning of  Adar 

(the month in which Purim falls)                                     
we increase our happiness.ó  

 

 

TU BõSHEVATñJanuary 29-30, 2010 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

Tu expresses the number fifteen (15) in Hebrew 
τ ǘƘǳǎΣ ¢ǳ .Ω{ƘŜǾŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ мрǘƘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ        

Hebrew month of Shevat.   

 

Some observe the holiday by making                 
contributions to the Jewish National Fund,    

which uses funds to develop forests in Israel.  

¢ǳ .Ω{ƘŜǾŀǘ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ                                  
άWŜǿƛǎƘ !ǊōƻǊ 5ŀȅΦέ  

Throughout the world, Jews strive to eat foods on 
¢ǳ .Ω{ƘŜǾŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƻǊ                            

characteristic of the land of Israel and specifically 
the seven types of fruits and grains                                        

mentioned in Deuteronomy 8:8. 
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MAZEL TOV !  

JANUARY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  

    7  Linda & Peter Rysman  

    9  Sandie Klubeck & Jim Everett  

    20  Linda & Harris Estroff  

FEBRUARY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  

    11  Ronite Berdugo & Eric Dickstein  

    12  Diane & Fred Covan  

    19  Tracy & Daren Oppenheimer  
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TREES OF LIFE: Designed by renowned synagogue artist Sanford Werfel; enhancing the beauty and 

grace of our Sanctuary é the branches form the Hebrew words  òEtz Chaimó and the stones at the roots are symbolic  

of the Twelve Tribes of Israel ..  The golden leaves and stones may be inscribed to highlight or commemorate joyous     

occasions, including births, weddings, anniversaries, graduations, & Bar or Bat Mitzvahs.  
 

Perform a mitzvah é  Buy a Leaf  for $180 or Foundation Stone  for $1500  

     Please contact Mae McMahan  at 296 -9669 to purchase  

  Sincere Thanks for leaves purchased by:                                                                                                        

 Annette Ring , in honor of her two great -granddaughters, Bella Schwartz and Avi Emilia Lawlor                                                                       

 Sid Wharton ñ2 leaves                                                                                                                

MAZEL TOV  

to the  

Young  Family on 

Claire becoming a 

Bat Mitzvah  

in February!                                                 

GREAt NEWS!  Our own Daniel Margil 

was recently awarded a major prize 

in a Dr. Pepper scholarship contest!!!  

Mazel tov to Daniel and to              

his parents Karen & Bounce!  

Shown:  Albert Einstein & David 
Rothman (father of Joan Brill). 

JOAN BRILLð friend of 
CBZ, known in Key West 
for lending her piano    
accompaniment to the Keys 
Chorale & the Tennessee 
Fine Arts Center, and   
Julliard alumnaðwas just 
featured in an article in the 
Julliard Journal regarding 
her book, My Father & 
Albert Einstein.   Go to 
http://www.juilliard.edu/alumni/

qa/archive/2008 -09/200904.html  

Congratulations to Joan!    
ððð-                                            

ñA knowledge of the  existence 
of something we cannot        

penetrate, of the manifestations 
of the profoundest reason and 
the most radiant beauty - it is 

this knowledge and this emotion 
that constitute the truly      

religious attitude;  in this sense é 
I am a deeply religious man. 

 (Albert Einstei n) 

MAZEL TOV to the new arrivals ...   
Atira Normandy Rose Hudson, born 11/2 6,                                 
& parents, Jacob Klitenick & Janice Hudso n                                                                                           

Ari Danielle, born 11/29,                                              
& parents,  Leah & Blaine Erlich                      

and to grandparents, Judie & Mike Klitenick,  
and to the extended Klitenick family! 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  

15  Nancy Cohen  

16  Margie Randall  

17  Michelle Cohen  

18   Gil Hermelin  

20  Michael Kass  

26  Michele Green  

27   Rachel Appelrouth  

 Claire Zuckerman  

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  

2  Claire Zoe Young  

3  Susan Samrick  

4   Neal Farr  

 Liz Young  

6  Susan Server  

9  Elyse Spialter  

12  Judy Blume  

13   Elias Gerth  

 Sheldon Davidson  

16  Arlene Doty  

18   Janet Kass  

 Dorothy Schwartz  

 Deborah Meisel  

20  Joanne Eisenstein  

21  Si Krinsky  

22  Edith Amsterdam  

23  Neal Ruchman  

25  Zev Zahav  

28  Carol Abramovitz      


