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Rabbi Dudaiôs Message 

The Sad & Happy Month of Av 
 

The summer months of July-August                             

correspond, give or take a week or two, to the 

Hebrew months of  Av and Elul.  The month 

of Av, like Jewish history, has in it both the 

saddest day and the happiest day of the    

Jewish calendar. 

 The Saddest Day: 

 The ninth day of Av, known mostly by its Hebrew appellation, 

Tisha-B'Av, has become a metaphor for everything that has gone 

wrong in our history and that has resulted in a great deal of pain 

and suffering being inflicted on our people.  The first event to 

mark this day, and thereafter giving the day its tragic and punishing 

doomsday character, was the day the twelve spies were sent by 

Moses to gather intel about the Land of Canaan (the promised 

land).  Upon their return, and despite being complimentary in 

describing the country and its produce, they nevertheless gave a 

negative report.  Their report, with the exception of Caleb and 

Joshua, demonstrated their lack of faith in the ability of the       

Israelites to defeat the powerful inhabitants of that land who were 

seen as "giantsó.   Worse still, was their implicit denial of G-d's     

promise to Israel that they would inherit the land, made           

repeatedly to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, as well as to that very 

generation as the explicit purpose of their imminent deliverance 

just prior to the Exodus from Egypt.  Their report had such a 

powerful impact; it resulted in breaking the spirit of the entire   

generation of the Exodus, condemning them to die in the ensuing 

forty years of wandering in the Sinai desert and never seeing nor 

setting foot in the Promised-now-Denied land. 

Subsequently, throughout Jewish history, many catastrophic events 

happened on this date.  These include the destruction of the First 

Temple-commonwealth and exile to Babylonia, as well as the  

destruction of the Second Temple-commonwealth centuries later 

with exile and enslavement by the Romans. The expulsion of the 

Jews from Spain in 1492 is another mournful event associated 

with this day.   

 

CHADASHOT 

 

 

 

NEWS 

WHATõS NEW?        

     The lazy, hazy days of summer are here.         
Everything moves more slowly, including me, so, 
please excuse me if this issue is a few days late :)  
     The list of whatõs happening is, of course, found 
on the back page.  Be sure to get the details about 
Tisha BõAv in the Rabbiõs Article on pages 1 & 3.  
Also, on page 3 is a listing of the schedule for the 
Fall holidaysñit may seem early, but theyõre right 
around the corner this year!  
     Donõt miss the information regarding the now      
completed Jewish History Panels (an exceptional  
MUST SEE addition to the CBZ building) and more 
about the Lõdor Võdor project on pages 3 & 5. 
     Also, share all the great things happening in the 
CBZ family with the first installment of                              
Kol BõSederñItõs All Good, found on page  4. 
     I close by extending my wishes that we all have a 
calm summer ñ free from storms & oil ñ filled with 
sun, warmth and a wonderful sense of community.  

 
 
 

z    
˫ˣ˪˷, 
Elyse  

                                                                 

 

July / August 2010 

THE CBZ NEWLETTER IS PRODUCED BI-MONTHLY BY ELYSE SPIALTER                    

SEND WHATEVER YOUôD LIKE TO SHARE TO ELYSE AT 

ElyseCBZ@gmail.com        

******************** 

DEADLINE For Sept/Aug Issue is August 15th !                        

Because of the High Holidays starting in early Sept.,             

this deadline will be held to strictly ð nothing can be 

accepted after 8/15! 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 

Many Thanks                                                                                          
to our òsubstituteó Circulations Managers for this 

issue ñ Joan & Victor Cushman ñ for filling -in while 
Sandie & Jim are away!  



Presidentôs Message 

      Several years ago, we began a tradition of participating in the Key West Lighted Boat Parade.          
It is sponsored by the Schooner Wharf Restaurant & Bar and is usually held about two weeks  
before Christmas.  The boats are decorated in winter/holiday themes. The first year we                           
participated, the synagogue had just been given a ten foot-long menorah that City Electric made 
for  their float in the Cityôs holiday parade.  So, we decided to put the menorah on my little 20 foot  
boat to represent Congregation Bônai Zion in ña demonstration of the ecumenical spiritò of Key 
West.  It was a lot of fun and the reception we received was wonderful.  
     During the following years, setting up the boat began to feel burdensome to me and, once or 
twice, Bounce put the menorah on his boat.  We had to miss the parade last year because none of 
our boats were available.  The night before writing this, a woman at the Green Parrot asked if I 
was ñthe guy with the menorah boat.ò  She told me that she was Jewish, married to a Catholic and 
had no religious practice but every time she saw the ñmenorah boatò, it made her ñfeel good to be 
Jewish.ò  She is now pregnant and has decided, with her husbandôs agreement, to raise her child 
as a Jew.  It made me feel all warm and fuzzy, and I will remember her story the next time I    
complain about the ñbotherò of setting up the boat for the next parade.  It is interesting how our 
actions can affect people without our ever being aware of it.  Maybe her child will become a     
famous rabbi?  

     Congregation Bônai Zion is the beacon of Jewish identity and culture in Key West.  We have the responsibility to carry into 
the future its 123 years of Jewish tradition.  Please continue to support CBZ by participating and donating.  We are in the    
process of establishing new forms of structured giving such as endowments and will be encouraging you to make CBZ a            
beneficiary in your will.  Please include us in your future giving plans. 

                                                                                                                                 Shalom, Fred 

                                                                                      Committees @ CBZ                                                                                                                                                                                           
Yahrzeit   FLC   Ritual    Finance   Cemetery  Kitchen         Membership                                                                             
Committee  Commitee    Committee     Committee   Committee  Committee        Committee                                                 
Si Stern                  Rabbi Dudai   Rabbi Dudai  Si Stern  Sheldon Davidson Rebetzen Nadia Dudai      Alan Solomon                                                                                 
Sheldon Davidson          Dr. John Kreinces  Justin Kawaler   Fred Covan  Fred Covan Yael Hermelin                                           
Karen Grant-Margil Penny Maun              Dr. John Kreinces  Sheldon Davidson Bounce Margil Kelly Klitenick                                 
 Richard Klitenick  Bounce Margil  Eileen Kawaler Kenny Weschler Mae McMahan                                       
                                                                            Sid Wharton      Mae McMahan   Si Stern                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Historian  Sisterhood             Liz Young     Kenny Weschler                                                                                                                                                             
Jack Einhorn Co-Facilitators           Alan Solomon                                                                                                   

 Debby Schlein                                                                                                                                                
 Linda Rysman                                                                                  
     

Please remember, CBZ is a volunteer organization with no ñpaid office staffò é  

If you call & get the office answering machine, 

please leave a message & someone will get                        

back to you as soon as possible or contact                                           

CBZ thru our  Website:  www.bnaizionkw.org 
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Itôs "off-season" & things have slowed down, including Sisterhood endeavors.  However, we have many ideas in the 

works, getting us ready for fall/winter when seasonal residents will return and the Sisterhood will, once again, be in "full 

bloom".  In addition to various social action projects, here are some other ideas that we are contemplating: 

1) In keeping with the global focus on environmental issues, we're looking ahead to helping the CBZ community "Go 

Green". One idea is to replace our Styrofoam products with paper plates and cups - although this is somewhat more 

costly, the benefits should far outweigh any additional expenditures.  2) We have a small collection of Jewish-oriented 

films on DVD that we're looking at in order to select those we think might be appropriate for CBZ communal viewing. 

We welcome any additions or suggestions.  3) Thanks to the hard work of Susie Savitch and those who assisted her with 

the beautiful wall panels displaying our CBZ history with accompanying photos.  We feel that this permanent exhibit will 

not only be of interest to the CBZ community but to the general public as well. Therefore, subject to Board approval, 

weôd like docents to be available during specific days/times (tbd) when viewing can be open to the public; contact us if 

you are interested in volunteering.  4) Looking ahead, we're planning a fun night for our congregation    (e.g. cards, 

bingo, etc.), so please let us know if you'd like to help out with the planning and organizing of this event. 

AND...as a friendly reminder, please continue to place non-perishable food items &/or paper products in our permanent 

food drive basket in the synagogue - these items are delivered, on a regular basis, to St. Mary's Food Pantry. Thanks! 

As always, we welcome your feedback and active participation in OUR Sisterhood. 

Southernmost Sisterhood Update                                                                                                     

(Look for us on Facebook!) 

      Sisterhood Co-Facilitators:  Debby Schlein (914-629-6673, debschlein@msn.com)                                                          

       & Linda Rysman (305-797-6123, lindarysman@gmail.com) 



Rabbi Dudaiôs Message (CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 ) 

This year Tisha BõAv will be commemorated on July 19, Monday, at 7PM at CBZ and the observance continues into      

Tuesday, July 20. 

The Happiest Day: 

In Ancient Israel,  a wonderful tradition was established on Tu-B'Av, the fifteenth day of Av.  On this day, young women were 

encouraged to go out to the fields and vineyards in order to give young men the opportunity to see them, resulting in courtship 

and marriage.  Rich girls would give some of their better clothes to poor girls, so that it was impossible to know who was a rich 

girl and who was poor, thus eliminating the advantage that the rich had over the poor and giving poor girls an equal chance of 

being chosen for marriage.  (It is considered a great act of loving-kindness in our tradition to help in hachnassat kalah, bringing a 

bride under the huppah. )  It was indeed a very happy day. 

Even the sorrowful day of Tisha BõAv carries within it the promise of redemption ð when mourning turns into celebration and 

sadness into great joy.   May this happen speedily in our days. 

Have a safe and restful summer, 

Rabbi Dudai 
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THE JEWISH HISTORY PANELS:                  
LôDOR VôDOR (FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION)   
The Jewish History of Key West (1883-1968) 
Under the leadership of SUSIE SAVITCH, over the course of many years, an extended 
committee of volunteers & professionals worked to bring this project to fruition.                         
At Shabbat services, on June 5, 2010, the series of five photo-montage panels that are the 
shining glory of this project (and now hang at the back of the CBZ Social Hall)               
were officially presented. 

Susie, of course, spoke on that day and extended thanks to the following: 

~ RABBI DUDAI for his support, 

~ REBETZEN NADIA & her Committee for the lovely Kiddush that they                                   
prepared that day, 

~ ALAN KENNISH (Key West Fine Art Photography & Printing) - Designer                                   
& Architect - and his invaluable assistants LEO GULLICK & SCOTT WILCOX, 

~ SHELDON DAVIDSON & BERNIE KAPLAN - Editors - who spent many hours                   
editing & creating text, 

~ LYNN SHERMAN & DEBORAH & SIDNEY GOLDMAN - Design Consultants, 

~ LIZ YOUNG who saved this project from being sent to the Jewish Museum                            
in Miami and who urged me to do something here, and, more importantly, urged                      
the CBZ Board to support & embrace this project, 

 ~ JACK EINHORN - CBZ Historianðwho patiently, and with great detail, answered                        
questions & filled in the missing facts. 

~ President FRED COVAN and the Board of Bônai Zion, who stood beside us                               
at every turn.  In addition to those already listed, many other Board members provided       
assistance, including:  SID WHARTON, it is his picture of CBZ that is displayed in Panel #5, 
and ALAN SOLOMON, SI STERN, JOHN KREINCES & EILEEN KAWALER who were                  
always supportive & encouraging, and, MAE MCMAHAN who was present, both                          
physically & emotionally, at every turn, and, KENNY WESCHLER who took it upon               
himself to create & install the lighting.  

~ JON ZAHAV for his earlier essay telling the story of Jewish life in Key West.                                                                                        

~ TOM HAMBRIGHT -  Monroe County Historian                                                                     
BREWSTER CHAMBERLIN - Archivist                                                                                           
NORMAN ABERLE & DAVID HARRISON WRIGHT - Advisors 

~ Finally é THE FAMILIES who generously gave their histories.  There would be no story to              
tell without the memories & photographs of the amazing pioneers.  The EINHORN & KAPLAN 
FAMILIES, DAVID WOLKOWSKY, CLARA LISZT, SALLY LEWINSKY YOUNG, MILTON & 
JACK APPEL and HERMAN MOORE (of Blessed Memory).  Also, all those who left their       
histories in oral interviews ð  the FINE family, the WOLFSON family & the PEARLMAN family, 
to name just a few who participated. 

A more formal ñopeningò is being planned for this Winter, when the accompanying     
Catalogue -Book is completed.  Contact Susie if you have any other photos to be included!  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5   

 

The HIGH HOLIDAYS start 

very ñearlyò this year, so get 

these dates into your                 

calendar now! 

FALL HOLIDAY SCHEDULE  

Sept 8 ð Erev Rosh Hashanah 

Services at 7:00 PM 

Sept 9 & 10 ðRosh Hashanah 

Services at 9:00 AM 

Sept 17 ð Kol Nidre                            

Services at 7:00 PM 

Sept 18 ð Yom Kippur                                  

Services at 9:00 AM 

Sept 19 ð decorate Sukkah                            

at 4:00 PM 

Sept 22 ð Erev Sukkot                             

Sept 30 ð Shemini Atzeret 

(Yizkor) Services at 9:30 AM  

More info to follow in the                   

September-October issue of the 

newsletter and check the Website! 

Tisha BôAv (July  19-20) 

The 9th of Av is an annual fast day in 

Judaism.  Other rituals of this day    

include mourning customs and reading 

the Book of Lamentations. 
 

CBZ Tisha BôAv observance at 

7pm on July 19th (Monday). 



MAZEL TOV !  

 

JULY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  

 1  Deborah & Sheldon Mermelstein  

AUGUST WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  

 3  Janet & Michael Kass  

 7  Elyse & Howard Spialter  

    11  Sue & Stuart Kaufman  

 12  Sally & Arnie Young  

 21  Lillian & Ralph Tallent  

 22  Debby & Dov Schlein  
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JULY BIRTHDAYS  

2  Jack Appel - Si Stern                       

5  Danielle Dudai                                       

7  Myles Eisenstein                              

8  Jeffrey Levin                                        

9  Jon Zahav - Erik Dickstein  

10   Donna Feldman  

11   Sandie Klubeck - Sam Kaufman                                                       

17  Sherman Rosenblatt  - Sue Kaufman                  

26  Alan McConagha                                 

28  Diane Covan - Zachary Schultz                      

30  Becca Maun  - Robyn Rands  

 AUGUST BIRTHDAYS  

3  Linda Estroff  - Vicky Rosenblatt     4

 Connie Gilbert  - Aaron Wechter                  

5  Mackenzie Cohen                             

7  Ben Hermelin                                   

10  Ela Hermelin  - Stuart Kaufman                             

11  Sheldon Mermelstein  - William Schwartz                      

12  Fran Kreinces                                   

15      Neil Goldberg  -  Shelley Shultz              

19  Stan Zabar                                             

24  Harry Estroff                                       

26   Stewart Appelrouth                                         

28  Ben Covan                                                  

29  Linda Rysman - Millicent Bashkin -  

 Christopher Cohen, Jr.                                             

31  Barbara McConagha  

WELCOME  

to new members  

Susan & Stuart 

Kaufman !                                                 

�.�2�/���%�•�6�(�'�(�5���u���|�,�7�•�6���$�/�/���*�2�2�'�} 

�x�� ZAHARA ZAHAV graduated summa cum laude from UF in April 

with a double major (Journalism & Jewish Studies).  Zahara            

received awards as Outstanding Journalism Scholar & Deans Cup 

for Scholarship 

�x�� DANIELLE RACHEL DUDAI recently graduated from NSU Law 

School. 

�x�� Phyllis & Milton Roumm announce the birth of their first great-

grandson, ASHER NOLAN THOMAS.  Also, MILT ROUMM     

celebrated his 96th birthday in May! 

�x�� Si Stern shares that his grandchildren (siblings) graduated from law 

schoolðgranddaughter from Cardoza & grandson from San Diego U. 

�x�� Sheldon Davidson proudly announces the birth of granddaughter                 

ELIZABETH ANNE LEMAN in Columbus, Ohio.  Baby Elizabeth, 

who joins older brother Miles (age 2), is the daughter of Lee Anne 

Davidson Leman & husband David. 

�x�� Sandie Klubeck & Jim Everett (our newsletter ñcirculation     
managersò) have been on an extended voyage celebrating their 

daughter, REBECCA ANNE COWAN, receiving her PhD. 

�x�� EMILY YOUNG graduated Key West High School with Honors & 

will be attending the University of Vermont in Burlington in the Fall. 

�x�� ALAN SOLOMON celebrated his 70th birthday enjoying a day 

out on the water and dinner with close friends & family (Linda, 

their 3 children & spouses, and the grandchildren).                         

Appreciation is extended to Alan for coming up with the idea for 

this very positive column! 

WELCOME  

to new members  

Robyn & Dale 

Rands !                                                 

 

Please remember that 

the CBZ library has 

books available for    

lending.  You are                     

especially encouraged to 

òtake a book / leave a 

bookó.  Books of both 

Judaic &  general                  

subject matter           

(appropriate for the                

synagogue) are welcome. 


