
Hanukkah:   A Triumph of the Spirit  
     November and December are                     

dominated by the power of 2 holidays, one 

Jewish and one Christian.  The Christian                 

holiday's meaning and import to our 

Christian friends is well known and needs                             

no further comment.  It is not so with        

Hanukkah. Many Jews consider it a minor 

Holiday, but is it really?  I, certainly, am 

not in that camp. 

     In celebrating Hanukkah, we need to go beyond the story of 

the heroic Maccabees and their amazing defeat of the mighty 

Greek-Syrian Army, a superpower of that era & a vastly                    

superior force.  We must not let this truly miraculous, military 

victory, overshadow the even greater miracle: the triumph of 

Judaism and its universal values that continue to inspire all of 

humanity, and assure our survival as a vibrant Jewish Nation. 

Abbreviated History:  

     The conflict started with a senseless edict issued by an                       

ambitious and reckless Greek Emperor.  Antiochus Epiphanes 

controlled about half of the Greek empire from Syria and       

considered himself a reincarnation of Alexander the Great, while 

the balance of the empire was controlled by his Greek co-

conspirators and his arch-enemies, the Ptolemies of Egypt.  He 

believed that the geographic position of Israel gave him a      

wonderful staging area for his campaign to take over the entire 

Greek Empire. He decided to secure the cooperation & support of the population in Israel by making them Greek.       

His edict then was to destroy Judaism and replace it with Hellenism, making the Jews a ñHellenic ñpeople,      

culturally and religiously. He appointed apostate Jews, basically crooks and charlatans, who paid him big 

bribes to win control of the high priesthood and to obtain other positions of power. 

He forbade all practices of Judaism, installed statues of Greek gods in the Holy Temple in Jerusalem, and forced 

the population to offer pigs as sacrifices to his pagan gods. Threatened with the punishment of death, the Jews 

were forbidden from observing Shabbat, celebrating Jewish festivals, studying Torah and practicing Judaism in 

all ways. 

     The Jews resisted passively for a while, suffering national humiliation, brutal persecutions and the slaughter of 

thousands of innocents, simply for trying to live as Jews. This was a time when the very survival of                    

Judaism was in serious question.        

The Hashmonaim: 
 

     It was the year 166 BCE.  To enforce the laws of pagan worship, a Greek army unit entered the village of 

Modiôin, located not far from Jerusalem.  Here lived the family of Matityahu Hashmonai (often referred to in 

English writings as Mattathias Hasmonean), son of Yohanan - the previous High Priest. He and his sons (Shimon,  
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WHATõS NEW?   
      
     In the spirit of the approaching Thanksgiving holiday, 
I take this opportunity ñ on behalf of Howard and 
myself ñ to thank everyone we met (&/or got to 
know better) during the High Holidays for truly     
welcoming us into the CBZ family. 
     Hanukkah will also be here before we know it.         
Be sure to mark your calendar é the annual                          
Hanukkah Dinner is scheduled for December 13th      
(see p. 3 for details).   Note that the Rabbi shares a   
historical review and his insights about the holiday, 
starting to the right on this page.  Also, be sure to                  
save the date é as 2009 draws to a close, the                       
Reiner Family Band returns to perform their festive 
tunes on December 27th.  
     This is a jam-packed issue, since so much is going on 
at CBZ and so many congregants have shared                   
meaningful items.   I hope you find it all of interest.  
     With my best wishes for a Happy Thanksgiving                                         
and  a  Happy Hanukkah, 

˫ˣ˪˷,   

Elyse  
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ElyseCBZ@gmail.com                                                                           

 

NEWS 



 

     Recently, I was pleased to receive a proposal to rekindle the Congregationõs 

Womenõs Auxiliary under the title of Southernmost Sisterhood.  In the past, the 

Womenõs Auxiliary was a valuable part of Congregation Bõnai Zion.  They                         

created and conducted the weekly Bingo games, operated the CBZ Gift Shop, prepared the Saturday 

Kiddush, and provided many more services for the Congregation.  Now, itõs back under a new name.     

Iõm sure you join me in welcoming them back; they have been missed.  (SEE BELOW) 

     Another project which Iõm very excited about is the preparation of a photographic history of Jews  

in Key West.  We have a collection of wonderful photos from the late 1800s and early 1900s.  Susan 

Savitch has been cataloging them and preparing a very impressive installation for the Social Hall. 

     Please read the information (SEE p. 4) about "A Matter of Balance."  It is a program that I believe can 

be very helpful.  Falls often lead to serious consequences and death.  This program is research based & 

has been found to be quite effective .  Consider it if you or a family member might benefit from taking it. 

     Last September, a Jewish Key West resident who did not belong to CBZ died and her family 

wanted her to have a Jewish burial in her home town.  Our Bylaws state that only Jews who are           

members of CBZ in good standing (meaning dues are not delinquent) may be buried in either of our 

cemeteries  (Old Town and   Big Coppitt).  As President & a 

member of the Cemetery Committee,  I made the executive 

decision that it was contrary to our purpose for being to 

deny a Jew a Jewish burial when we have plenty of space in                        

Big Coppitt (with more available for us to purchase if we 

need more), and the family was willing to pay for the plot 

and pay for the òlateó CBZ membership dues of the            

deceased.  The opinion has been raised that this violation of 

our rules is disturbing.  The concern expressed is that the 

very specific provision of our Bylaws should not have been 

ignored and that,  if we allow this to happen again, we will 

lose an important incentive for maintaining Congregation                  

membership.  I doubt that the right to be buried really 

brings us members but, if it does, I see no problem with              

taking the dues (possibly more than the yearly amount we 

all pay) at the time of death under the òbetter late than 

neveró theory.  Either way, this is likely to reoccur on an 

emergency basis and, if I am not to make a habit of violating 

Bylaws, we need to change the Bylaws so that it can be 

handled in a mensch-like yet legal way.  Iõm asking the  

Cemetery Committee to come up with some options & 

have them ready to present to you, the Congregation, for a 

Bylaws changing vote at our January 2010 Annual Meeting. 

     As always you are encouraged to come out and                                

participate in all that is happening at CBZ.  I look forward 

to seeing you soon. 

 Shalom, Fred Covan 

                                                                                      Committees @ CBZ                                                                                                                                                                                           
Fund -Raising  Yarzheit    Family Learning   Ritual   Finance   Cemetery  Kitchen                                                     
Sheldon Davidson Committee            Center    Committee   Committee  Committee  Committee                                
Francine Kreinces Si Stern  Liz Young   Rabbi Dudai  Si Stern  Sheldon Davidson Rebetzen Nadia Dudai                   
Maxine Makover Sheldon Davidson Rabbi Dudai   Justin Kawaler  Fred Covan Fred Covan Yael Hermelin                                    
Susie Savitch Mare Contrare      Dr. John Kreinces  Dr. John Kreinces Sheldon Davidson Bounce Margil Kelly Klitenick                                  
Debbie Schlein         Bounce Margil Eileen Kawaler Kenny Weschler Mae McMahan                               

Alan Solomon Historian  Membership Committee  Sid Wharton  Mae McMahan                                                                                                       
Barbara Webb Jack Einhorn Alan Solomon     Liz Young                                                                                                                                             
Shoshana Lichtenstein          Alan Solomon                                                                                                                                                                                      

   LLLETETET   USUSUS   KNOWKNOWKNOW   IFIFIF   YOUYOUYOUôôôRERERE   INTERESTINTERESTINTEREST   INININ   JOININGJOININGJOINING   AAA   COMMITTEECOMMITTEECOMMITTEE!!!   

Please remember, CBZ is a volunteer organization with no ñpaid office staffò é  

If you call & get the office answering machine, 

please leave a message & someone will get                        

back to you as soon as possible or contact                                           

CBZ thru our  Website :  www.bnaizionkw.org 

   

Weôre off to a wonderful start!  Thanks to all who 
contributed to our High Holiday Food Drive (done in 
collaboration with St. Mary Star of the Sea's Out-
reach Mission), to help feed the local needy. It was 
the renewed Sisterhood's 1st project and a huge 
success!  Thereôs now a permanent basket for our 
ongoing food drive at CBZ ; continue to donate           
generouslyðnon-perishable & kosherðplease.    

Our feedback-based prioritization of future projects 
has Sisterhood next focused on these endeavors:    
1) Visiting ill, recovering or isolated individuals; and  
2) Reorganizing the B'nai Library. If you're inter-
ested in either of these projects, please contact: 

1) Karen Leonard - Visits - 305-394-4048 (cell)                 
or  305-293-8809 (home) ; and  2) Simi Emanuel -    
Library - 305-731-3202 (cell) or 305-296-2931 
(home).  Thanks to Karen & Simi for serving as              
committee chairs.   

With many still out of town, we're planning to hold 
our 2nd Sisterhood get-together (tentative - save-
the-date) on January 20th - more info will follow).    
Please let us know If youôd like to host this meeting!  
   

Feel free to contact us with any questions or comments. 

CO-FACILITATORS: Linda Rysman (305-797-6123) 
and Debby Schlein (914-629-6673) 
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Presidentôs Message 

B'NAI ZION SOUTHERNMOST SISTERHOOD  

"No one is lonely when doing a mitzvah; for a mitzvah is 

where God and mortals meet." --- Abraham J. Heschel 



We Shared é  
 

The months of September & October held so many wonderful 
CBZ moments that we hope you were able to be part of! 
 

The High Holidays of course initiated the Jewish New Year  and 
we were  inspirationally led in prayer with the words of Rabbi 
Dudai and the songs of our Cantor, Dr. John Kreinces & the 
dedicated choir.  We thank them all for making Rosh Hashanah & 
Yom Kippur so meaningful.  The High Holidays were made all the 
more satisfying with congregants sharing Rosh Hashanah & 
Break-Fast meals deftly prepared by Rebetzen Nadia & her 
fabulous volunteers. 
 

On the night of September 22, congregants & guests gathered for 
the bris of Michael Aiden Kaufman, born on 9/14/09 to elated 
parents Julia & Sam Kaufman (& proud sister, Lily). 
 

On October 3rd, the first day of Succoth, Sam Klitenick became a 
Bar Mitzvah at Bônai Zion.  Family & friends came from all over to 
share in Samôs Simcha .  About 200 congregants & guests were 
privileged to witness Sam sing the Torah service and chant both 
the Haftarah & three sections of the Torah with absolute 
perfection of diction, inflection and trope.  All present were treated 
to a fabulous Kiddush following the service, with Kelly and Nadia 
outdoing themselves in delicious food preparation.  Tom 
Oosterhoudt had the Klitenicks on the cover of his Conch Color 
magazine, and devoted six full pages of color photos to the event. 
 

On Saturday Oct 10th we had a well attended Simchat Torah 
service. We were happy to see the Hebrew school children attend 
and participate ; parading with the Torahs, singing  spirited songs, 
and enjoying  themselves.  Despite the heavy schedule (Hallel, 
Yizkor, and Hakafot) the Rabbi still managed to complete the service 
by noon, following which we were treated to another one of Nadiaôs 
marvelous Kiddushes.  
 

See page 5 for a listing of recent Kiddush Sponsors!  
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Bônai Zionôs Annual 

HANUKKAH PARTY 

December 13th (Sunday Night) - 5:00 PM 

Come to the Social Hall to celebrate the 

Festival of Lights                                                

Weôll be eating traditional potato latkes & lots 

of other fabulous food, and weôll join together 

for a holiday pageant, dancing & singing! 

Please bring your menorah and 4 candles 

The cost is $35 per family, 

$20 per single 

RSVP by Dec. 1st 

305-296-2441 

FAMILY LEARNING CENTER  

Our new school year has begun with great enthusiasm and 

a quest for knowledge as the younger students watch the 

oldest boys become Bar Mitzvah this Fall. Mazel Tov to 

Samuel Klitenick on an excellent effort on October 3rd. We 

wish Sherman the very best on his upcoming big day on 

November 7th. 

We welcome and thank our delightful volunteer teachers, 

Mare Contrare, Linda Solomon and Sharon Zahav. 

As always our heartfelt thanks to Rabbi, Dr. John & Nadia! 

Please join our students any Wednesday from 3:30-5:30 - 

you'll be glad you did. 

Any questions please contact Rabbi at 294-3414                            

or Liz Young at 294-4463. 
 

Sukkah Erectors: 

Ela Hermelin,                

Sol Hermelin, 

Bounce Margil, 

Guy Hermelin,  

Ben Hermelin 

Kenny Weschler, 

Arnie Hermelin,  

Gil Hermelin,  

Pres. Fred Covan, 

Jon Zahav,       

Yael Hermelin  

Reiner Family Band  
 

The Reiner Family Band  returns to CBZ for another winter 

concert this December 27th at 7:30 PM . 
 

The Reiners have performed concerts at CBZ to much  

acclaim since 2005, except for having taken a break last 

year (to the disappointment of many.) 
 

The Reiners visit Key West yearly from Lexington MA.   

The family band consists of  champion fiddler Dave, wife 

and Mom, Cindy Eid on banjo, son Andy, also a champion 

fiddler and mandolin player, and son Eric, a wiz at the  

keyboard. 
 

Their repertoire consists of a broad range of folk music 

including traditional oldtime, bluegrass, Irish, Cape Breton, 

Swedish, and Klezmer tunes, all guaranteed to have your 

toes tapping . 
 

There is a possibility of our own Bounce and Karen joining 

in on the  accordion, saw and spoons, and John Kreinces 

might join in with his fiddle as well. 
 

This promises to be a fun evening. Just ask anyone who 

has been to the previous shows. 
 

Admission  is $15 for nonmembers of CBZ 

and  $10 for members   
 

For more info:  go to reinerfamilyband.com                  

or call John Kreinces at 305-294-9626. 



MAZEL TOV !  
NOVEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  

    5   Bonnie & Jeffrey Levin  

    26   Gail & Stewart Appelrouth  

DECEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  

    10   Deborah & Sid Goldman  

    12   Liz & Gary Young  

2nd day of Hanukkah  Rabbi & Nadia Dudai  

    19   Linda & Alan Solomon  

    21   Yael & Arnie Hermelin  

    23   Michelle & Jeffrey Green  

    26   Fran & John Kreinces  

    31   Dorothy & Bill Schwartz  

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

1  Justin Kawaler  

2   Arnie Hermelin  

5  Sarah Klitenick  

6   Stuart Kessler  

 Evelyn Shield  

8   Eileen Farr  

9   Gary Young  

 Susan Savitch  

11  Flo Spotkov  

12  Joan Casey -Cushman  

14  Beverly Goldner  

16  Bruce York  

19   Milton Appel  

20  Larry Abramovitz  

23   Fred Greenberg  

25   Joe Linder  

 Penny Maun  

27  Zac Covan  

 Henry Shultz  

28  Emma Shield  

29  Julia Kaufman  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

4  Debbie Schlein  

5  Michael Klitenick  

9  Kelly Klitenick  

12   Aliyah Landesber g-Boyle  

 Josh Landesber g-Boyle  

14  Bertha Kane  

15  Dov Schlein  

16  Sid Wharton  

18   Sally Young  

 Nancy Kaplitz  

 Christopher Cohen  

27  Claire Tallent  

31  Daniel Margil  

MAZEL TOV  

to Julia & Sam Kaufman  

and Lily                                                      

on the birth of                                      

Michael Aiden! 
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9 / 14 /09  

Dr. John shares that ñSherman              
has been a regular & enthusiastic                         
congregant for over a year and              
has acquitted himself admirably in his 
Hebrew & Judaic studies.  Please 
make every effort to come  to this 
joyous event & share in all our 
naches.ò 

MAZEL TOV  

to Sherman Kaplitz   

and Family                                                      

as he becomes a                     

Bar Mitzvah  

MAZEL TOV to é                          

Jeff and Bonnie Levin who 

are celebrating their 20th 

anniversary on 11/5/09!  

They were married at CBZ.  

After returning from a recent 

cruise on the Enchantment  

of the Seas, they continued 

the fun by  volunteering as  

Key West Womenôs Club              

bartenders (dressed as  

Bonnie & 

Clyde) for 

Fantasy Fest.  

CONGRATS 

TO BONNIE 

& JEFF!!!!!!!!                     

                                     
To new     
members  

Barb  

and  

Scott 

Altman                              

& Family 

WELCOME  

!!!!!!! 

CBZ extends prayers for a                                       
complete & speedy recovery                                              

to Skye Miller. 

To Skye & the Miller Family our                     
continued good wishes.  

Older Adults é Please consider this FREE program! 
 

A MATTER OF BALANCE :  An award-winning program providing practical strategies for  
managing falls.  Generally, 2 hr classes are held once a week for 8 weeks.  For more info, 
including class time/date/location é call Lou Hernandez at 305-292-8445.                                                              

Interested in an INFORMATIONAL SESSION (Fear of Falling), to be held 

evening of Nov. 12th?  Contact Lou or Fred Covan! 4 

A hearty MAZEL TOV  to our friend and 
regular congregant, Jane Dawkins , 
who has just published her newest 

book, "If You're Ever In Key West..." a 
Romance for Grownups.  Autographed 

copies of this title, as well as her 4                    
previous titles, are available at a 10% 
discount to Congregation members: 

 call/ Chuck Newman (786-543-4979) or 
email/ janeflorence@janedawkins.com. 
CHECK-OUT www.janedawkins.com! 


