
Hanukkah:  A Triumph of the Spirit 
     November and December are                     

dominated by the power of 2 holidays, one 

Jewish and one Christian.  The Christian                 

holiday's meaning and import to our 

Christian friends is well known and needs                             

no further comment.  It is not so with        

Hanukkah. Many Jews consider it a minor 

Holiday, but is it really?  I, certainly, am 

not in that camp. 

     In celebrating Hanukkah, we need to go beyond the story of 

the heroic Maccabees and their amazing defeat of the mighty 

Greek-Syrian Army, a superpower of that era & a vastly                    

superior force.  We must not let this truly miraculous, military 

victory, overshadow the even greater miracle: the triumph of 

Judaism and its universal values that continue to inspire all of 

humanity, and assure our survival as a vibrant Jewish Nation. 

Abbreviated History: 

     The conflict started with a senseless edict issued by an                       

ambitious and reckless Greek Emperor.  Antiochus Epiphanes 

controlled about half of the Greek empire from Syria and       

considered himself a reincarnation of Alexander the Great, while 

the balance of the empire was controlled by his Greek co-

conspirators and his arch-enemies, the Ptolemies of Egypt.  He 

believed that the geographic position of Israel gave him a      

wonderful staging area for his campaign to take over the entire 

Greek Empire. He decided to secure the cooperation & support of the population in Israel by making them Greek.       

His edict then was to destroy Judaism and replace it with Hellenism, making the Jews a “Hellenic “people,      

culturally and religiously. He appointed apostate Jews, basically crooks and charlatans, who paid him big 

bribes to win control of the high priesthood and to obtain other positions of power. 

He forbade all practices of Judaism, installed statues of Greek gods in the Holy Temple in Jerusalem, and forced 

the population to offer pigs as sacrifices to his pagan gods. Threatened with the punishment of death, the Jews 

were forbidden from observing Shabbat, celebrating Jewish festivals, studying Torah and practicing Judaism in 

all ways. 

     The Jews resisted passively for a while, suffering national humiliation, brutal persecutions and the slaughter of 

thousands of innocents, simply for trying to live as Jews. This was a time when the very survival of                    

Judaism was in serious question.        

The Hashmonaim: 
 

     It was the year 166 BCE.  To enforce the laws of pagan worship, a Greek army unit entered the village of 

Modi’in, located not far from Jerusalem.  Here lived the family of Matityahu Hashmonai (often referred to in 

English writings as Mattathias Hasmonean), son of Yohanan - the previous High Priest. He and his sons (Shimon,  
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WHAT’S NEW?   
      

     In the spirit of the approaching Thanksgiving holiday, 
I take this opportunity — on behalf of Howard and 
myself — to thank everyone we met (&/or got to 
know better) during the High Holidays for truly     
welcoming us into the CBZ family. 
     Hanukkah will also be here before we know it.         
Be sure to mark your calendar … the annual                          
Hanukkah Dinner is scheduled for December 13th      
(see p. 3 for details).   Note that the Rabbi shares a   
historical review and his insights about the holiday, 
starting to the right on this page.  Also, be sure to                  
save the date … as 2009 draws to a close, the                       
Reiner Family Band returns to perform their festive 
tunes on December 27th.  
     This is a jam-packed issue, since so much is going on 
at CBZ and so many congregants have shared                   
meaningful items.   I hope you find it all of interest.  
     With my best wishes for a Happy Thanksgiving                                         
and  a  Happy Hanukkah, 

   ,שלום

Elyse 

 

THE CBZ NEWLETTER IS PRODUCED BI-MONTHLY BY ELYSE SPIALTER.                    
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ElyseCBZ@gmail.com                                                                           

 

NEWS 



 

     Recently, I was pleased to receive a proposal to rekindle the Congregation’s 

Women’s Auxiliary under the title of Southernmost Sisterhood.  In the past, the 

Women’s Auxiliary was a valuable part of Congregation B’nai Zion.  They                         

created and conducted the weekly Bingo games, operated the CBZ Gift Shop, prepared the Saturday 

Kiddush, and provided many more services for the Congregation.  Now, it’s back under a new name.     

I’m sure you join me in welcoming them back; they have been missed.  (SEE BELOW) 

     Another project which I’m very excited about is the preparation of a photographic history of Jews  

in Key West.  We have a collection of wonderful photos from the late 1800s and early 1900s.  Susan 

Savitch has been cataloging them and preparing a very impressive installation for the Social Hall. 

     Please read the information (SEE p. 4) about "A Matter of Balance."  It is a program that I believe can 

be very helpful.  Falls often lead to serious consequences and death.  This program is research based & 

has been found to be quite effective .  Consider it if you or a family member might benefit from taking it. 

     Last September, a Jewish Key West resident who did not belong to CBZ died and her family 

wanted her to have a Jewish burial in her home town.  Our Bylaws state that only Jews who are           

members of CBZ in good standing (meaning dues are not delinquent) may be buried in either of our 

cemeteries  (Old Town and   Big Coppitt).  As President & a 

member of the Cemetery Committee,  I made the executive 

decision that it was contrary to our purpose for being to 

deny a Jew a Jewish burial when we have plenty of space in                        

Big Coppitt (with more available for us to purchase if we 

need more), and the family was willing to pay for the plot 

and pay for the “late” CBZ membership dues of the            

deceased.  The opinion has been raised that this violation of 

our rules is disturbing.  The concern expressed is that the 

very specific provision of our Bylaws should not have been 

ignored and that,  if we allow this to happen again, we will 

lose an important incentive for maintaining Congregation                  

membership.  I doubt that the right to be buried really 

brings us members but, if it does, I see no problem with              

taking the dues (possibly more than the yearly amount we 

all pay) at the time of death under the “better late than 

never” theory.  Either way, this is likely to reoccur on an 

emergency basis and, if I am not to make a habit of violating 

Bylaws, we need to change the Bylaws so that it can be 

handled in a mensch-like yet legal way.  I’m asking the  

Cemetery Committee to come up with some options & 

have them ready to present to you, the Congregation, for a 

Bylaws changing vote at our January 2010 Annual Meeting. 

     As always you are encouraged to come out and                                

participate in all that is happening at CBZ.  I look forward 

to seeing you soon. 

 Shalom, Fred Covan 

                                                                                      Committees @ CBZ                                                                                                                                                                                           
Fund -Raising  Yarzheit    Family Learning   Ritual   Finance   Cemetery  Kitchen                                                     
Sheldon Davidson Committee            Center    Committee   Committee  Committee  Committee                                
Francine Kreinces Si Stern  Liz Young   Rabbi Dudai  Si Stern  Sheldon Davidson Rebetzen Nadia Dudai                   
Maxine Makover Sheldon Davidson Rabbi Dudai   Justin Kawaler  Fred Covan Fred Covan Yael Hermelin                                    
Susie Savitch Mare Contrare      Dr. John Kreinces  Dr. John Kreinces Sheldon Davidson Bounce Margil Kelly Klitenick                                  
Debbie Schlein         Bounce Margil Eileen Kawaler Kenny Weschler Mae McMahan                               

Alan Solomon Historian  Membership Committee  Sid Wharton  Mae McMahan                                                                                                       
Barbara Webb Jack Einhorn Alan Solomon     Liz Young                                                                                                                                             
Shoshana Lichtenstein          Alan Solomon                                                                                                                                                                                      

   LLLETETET   USUSUS   KNOWKNOWKNOW   IFIFIF   YOUYOUYOUôôôRERERE   INTERESTINTERESTINTEREST   INININ   JOININGJOININGJOINING   AAA   COMMITTEECOMMITTEECOMMITTEE!!!   

Please remember, CBZ is a volunteer organization with no ñpaid office staffò é  

If you call & get the office answering machine, 

please leave a message & someone will get                        

back to you as soon as possible or contact                                           

CBZ thru our  Website :  www.bnaizionkw.org 

   

Weôre off to a wonderful start!  Thanks to all who 
contributed to our High Holiday Food Drive (done in 
collaboration with St. Mary Star of the Sea's Out-
reach Mission), to help feed the local needy. It was 
the renewed Sisterhood's 1st project and a huge 
success!  Thereôs now a permanent basket for our 
ongoing food drive at CBZ ; continue to donate           
generouslyðnon-perishable & kosherðplease.    

Our feedback-based prioritization of future projects 
has Sisterhood next focused on these endeavors:    
1) Visiting ill, recovering or isolated individuals; and  
2) Reorganizing the B'nai Library. If you're inter-
ested in either of these projects, please contact: 

1) Karen Leonard - Visits - 305-394-4048 (cell)                 
or  305-293-8809 (home) ; and  2) Simi Emanuel -    
Library - 305-731-3202 (cell) or 305-296-2931 
(home).  Thanks to Karen & Simi for serving as              
committee chairs.   

With many still out of town, we're planning to hold 
our 2nd Sisterhood get-together (tentative - save-
the-date) on January 20th - more info will follow).    
Please let us know If youôd like to host this meeting!  
   

Feel free to contact us with any questions or comments. 

CO-FACILITATORS: Linda Rysman (305-797-6123) 
and Debby Schlein (914-629-6673) 
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Presidentôs Message 

B'NAI ZION SOUTHERNMOST SISTERHOOD 

"No one is lonely when doing a mitzvah; for a mitzvah is 

where God and mortals meet." --- Abraham J. Heschel 



We Shared …  
 

The months of September & October held so many wonderful 
CBZ moments that we hope you were able to be part of! 
 

The High Holidays of course initiated the Jewish New Year  and 
we were  inspirationally led in prayer with the words of Rabbi 
Dudai and the songs of our Cantor, Dr. John Kreinces & the 
dedicated choir.  We thank them all for making Rosh Hashanah & 
Yom Kippur so meaningful.  The High Holidays were made all the 
more satisfying with congregants sharing Rosh Hashanah & 
Break-Fast meals deftly prepared by Rebetzen Nadia & her 
fabulous volunteers. 
 

On the night of September 22, congregants & guests gathered for 
the bris of Michael Aiden Kaufman, born on 9/14/09 to elated 
parents Julia & Sam Kaufman (& proud sister, Lily). 
 

On October 3rd, the first day of Succoth, Sam Klitenick became a 
Bar Mitzvah at Bônai Zion.  Family & friends came from all over to 
share in Samôs Simcha .  About 200 congregants & guests were 
privileged to witness Sam sing the Torah service and chant both 
the Haftarah & three sections of the Torah with absolute 
perfection of diction, inflection and trope.  All present were treated 
to a fabulous Kiddush following the service, with Kelly and Nadia 
outdoing themselves in delicious food preparation.  Tom 
Oosterhoudt had the Klitenicks on the cover of his Conch Color 
magazine, and devoted six full pages of color photos to the event. 
 

On Saturday Oct 10th we had a well attended Simchat Torah 
service. We were happy to see the Hebrew school children attend 
and participate ; parading with the Torahs, singing  spirited songs, 
and enjoying  themselves.  Despite the heavy schedule (Hallel, 
Yizkor, and Hakafot) the Rabbi still managed to complete the service 
by noon, following which we were treated to another one of Nadiaôs 
marvelous Kiddushes.  
 

See page 5 for a listing of recent Kiddush Sponsors!  
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B’nai Zion’s Annual 

HANUKKAH PARTY 

December 13th (Sunday Night) - 5:00 PM 

Come to the Social Hall to celebrate the 

Festival of Lights                                                

We’ll be eating traditional potato latkes & lots 

of other fabulous food, and we’ll join together 

for a holiday pageant, dancing & singing! 

Please bring your menorah and 4 candles 

The cost is $35 per family, 

$20 per single 

RSVP by Dec. 1st 

305-296-2441 

FAMILY LEARNING CENTER 

Our new school year has begun with great enthusiasm and 

a quest for knowledge as the younger students watch the 

oldest boys become Bar Mitzvah this Fall. Mazel Tov to 

Samuel Klitenick on an excellent effort on October 3rd. We 

wish Sherman the very best on his upcoming big day on 

November 7th. 

We welcome and thank our delightful volunteer teachers, 

Mare Contrare, Linda Solomon and Sharon Zahav. 

As always our heartfelt thanks to Rabbi, Dr. John & Nadia! 

Please join our students any Wednesday from 3:30-5:30 - 

you'll be glad you did. 

Any questions please contact Rabbi at 294-3414                            

or Liz Young at 294-4463. 
 

Sukkah Erectors: 

Ela Hermelin,                

Sol Hermelin, 

Bounce Margil, 

Guy Hermelin,  

Ben Hermelin 

Kenny Weschler, 

Arnie Hermelin,  

Gil Hermelin,  

Pres. Fred Covan, 

Jon Zahav,       

Yael Hermelin  

Reiner Family Band 
 

The Reiner Family Band  returns to CBZ for another winter 

concert this December 27th at 7:30 PM. 
 

The Reiners have performed concerts at CBZ to much  

acclaim since 2005, except for having taken a break last 

year (to the disappointment of many.) 
 

The Reiners visit Key West yearly from Lexington MA.   

The family band consists of  champion fiddler Dave, wife 

and Mom, Cindy Eid on banjo, son Andy, also a champion 

fiddler and mandolin player, and son Eric, a wiz at the  

keyboard. 
 

Their repertoire consists of a broad range of folk music 

including traditional oldtime, bluegrass, Irish, Cape Breton, 

Swedish, and Klezmer tunes, all guaranteed to have your 

toes tapping . 
 

There is a possibility of our own Bounce and Karen joining 

in on the  accordion, saw and spoons, and John Kreinces 

might join in with his fiddle as well. 
 

This promises to be a fun evening. Just ask anyone who 

has been to the previous shows. 
 

Admission is $15 for nonmembers of CBZ 

and  $10 for members  
 

For more info:  go to reinerfamilyband.com                  

or call John Kreinces at 305-294-9626. 



MAZEL TOV !  
NOVEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  

    5   Bonnie & Jeffrey Levin  

    26   Gail & Stewart Appelrouth  

DECEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  

    10   Deborah & Sid Goldman  

    12   Liz & Gary Young  

2nd day of Hanukkah  Rabbi & Nadia Dudai  

    19   Linda & Alan Solomon  

    21   Yael & Arnie Hermelin  

    23   Michelle & Jeffrey Green  

    26   Fran & John Kreinces  

    31   Dorothy & Bill Schwartz  

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

1  Justin Kawaler  

2   Arnie Hermelin  

5  Sarah Klitenick  

6   Stuart Kessler  

 Evelyn Shield  

8   Eileen Farr  

9   Gary Young  

 Susan Savitch  

11  Flo Spotkov  

12  Joan Casey -Cushman  

14  Beverly Goldner  

16  Bruce York  

19   Milton Appel  

20  Larry Abramovitz  

23   Fred Greenberg  

25   Joe Linder  

 Penny Maun  

27  Zac Covan  

 Henry Shultz  

28  Emma Shield  

29  Julia Kaufman  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

4  Debbie Schlein  

5  Michael Klitenick  

9  Kelly Klitenick  

12   Aliyah Landesber g-Boyle  

 Josh Landesber g-Boyle  

14  Bertha Kane  

15  Dov Schlein  

16  Sid Wharton  

18   Sally Young  

 Nancy Kaplitz  

 Christopher Cohen  

27  Claire Tallent  

31  Daniel Margil  

MAZEL TOV  

to Julia & Sam Kaufman  

and Lily                                                      

on the birth of                                      

Michael Aiden! 

7.6 lbs    20ó 

9 / 14 /09  

Dr. John shares that ñSherman              
has been a regular & enthusiastic                         
congregant for over a year and              
has acquitted himself admirably in his 
Hebrew & Judaic studies.  Please 
make every effort to come  to this 
joyous event & share in all our 
naches.ò 

MAZEL TOV  

to Sherman Kaplitz   

and Family                                                      

as he becomes a                     

Bar Mitzvah  

MAZEL TOV to é                          

Jeff and Bonnie Levin who 

are celebrating their 20th 

anniversary on 11/5/09!  

They were married at CBZ.  

After returning from a recent 

cruise on the Enchantment  

of the Seas, they continued 

the fun by  volunteering as  

Key West Womenôs Club              

bartenders (dressed as  

Bonnie & 

Clyde) for 

Fantasy Fest.  

CONGRATS 

TO BONNIE 

& JEFF!!!!!!!!                     

                                     
To new     
members  

Barb  

and  

Scott 

Altman                              

& Family 
WELCOME  

!!!!!!! 

CBZ extends prayers for a                                       
complete & speedy recovery                                              

to Skye Miller. 

To Skye & the Miller Family our                     
continued good wishes.  

Older Adults é Please consider this FREE program! 
 

A MATTER OF BALANCE:  An award-winning program providing practical strategies for  
managing falls.  Generally, 2 hr classes are held once a week for 8 weeks.  For more info, 
including class time/date/location é call Lou Hernandez at 305-292-8445.                                                              

Interested in an INFORMATIONAL SESSION (Fear of Falling), to be held 

evening of Nov. 12th?  Contact Lou or Fred Covan! 4 

A hearty MAZEL TOV to our friend and 
regular congregant, Jane Dawkins , 
who has just published her newest 

book, "If You're Ever In Key West..." a 
Romance for Grownups.  Autographed 

copies of this title, as well as her 4                    
previous titles, are available at a 10% 
discount to Congregation members: 

 call/ Chuck Newman (786-543-4979) or 
email/ janeflorence@janedawkins.com. 
CHECK-OUT www.janedawkins.com! 



Heartfelt Thanks to the following for their contributions to CBZ: 

Deborah & Joel Meisel 

Carol & Larry Abramovitz 

Judith & Stanley Zabar in honor of Sam Klitenick’s Bar Mitzvah 

Claire Lynn Tallent for John’s CD 

Deborah & Sheldon Mermelstein in honor of Rabbi & Nadia 

Marian & Allen Gorman in memory of Leonard Ross 

 

Contributions acknowledged in this issue include those made through October 14th.  
Those made after that date will be recognized in future issues of the newsletter. 

RABBI DUDAIôS MESSAGE 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 
Judah, Elazar, Yohanan and                  

Yonatan) strongly opposed the 

actions of the Greeks against the 

Jews.  They assembled a guerilla 

force and started a war, killing 

Greek soldiers and their supporters.  

Everyone was surprised by the 

courage of the fighters and 

the skillful tactics of Judah, their 

leader. Judah’s fearlessness 

earned him the name Maccabee, 

from the Hebrew word for               

hammer.  Judah and his brothers 

became known as the Maccabees. 

     The Greeks assembled an army 

of 50,000 led by their best                

generals in an attempt to crush the 

Jewish uprising. They failed to do 

that and were, instead, badly 

beaten by the guerilla tactics of 

Judah.  The Greeks retreated  

hastily back into Syria. 

     The clean-up of Jerusalem, the 

rededication of the temple, and 

the miracle of the oil that lasted 8 

days, when it was expected to last 

only one, gave a great deal of joy 

and comfort to the Jews, feeling 

finally free, after a long period of 

oppression.   

     The Hashmonaim ushered in a 

century of renewed Jewish                

sovereignty, independence and 

economic strength but their              

biggest achievement was the                       

re-energizing of the Jewish spirit. 

This new spirit came to 

be symbolized by the light of the 

Menorah. This candelabrum that 

continued  burning with hardly any fuel was energized by the grace of   

G-d and by the fire of the eternal Jewish spirit. 

     The Prophet Zachariah had taught us this eternal truth, with his prophecy Loh Behayil Veloh Beko-ah, Ki Im Beruhi Amar 
Hashem Tze-vah-Ot (“Not by might and not by power, but with my spirit,” said the Lord of hosts.)  Zac. 4:6. 

     And that is the true message of Hanukkah. No real lasting victory is possible unless it is in and by the spirit of G-d. only by 

internalizing this simple truth will our people and the whole of humanity be truly triumphant.                                                             

           Rabbi Shimon Dudai. 

Yarzheit Donations From é 
  In Memory of ... 
****************************  
Jack Lewis & Ginger Kanzer-Lewis 
 Beloved brother,  Fredric Sherman 
Jack & Eleanor Appel  
 Beloved father, Hyman Kippleman 
James Everett & Sandra Klubeck
 Betty Everett 
 Victor & Leah Klubeck 
Brian & Susan Savitch 
 Herbert J. Savitch 
 Dorothy Glassberg Ochroch 
Pearl Lowenstein 
 Eric Lowenstein 
Sheldon & Mrs. Ruby Portnoy 
 Lawrence Merrick Portnoy 
Dr. Elias Gerth 
 Teja D. Gerth, MD 
Nancy Cohen 
 Adam Cohen 
 Martin D. Cohen 
Alan & Linda Solomon  
 Lillian Goodsmith 
Milton L.  & Phyllis G. Roumm
 Beloved son, David Lynn Roumm 
Roberta Fine 
 Herman Fine 
David Lipman 
 Myer Lipman 
Helen Appel 
 Dr. Leroy Appel 
Rachel Appelrouth 
 husband, William H. (Billy) Appelrouth 
Karen Leonard & Aaron Wechter 
 Richard Leonard 
Stanley Goldblatt 
 Katherine Goldblatt 
 Anson Klauber, Jr. 
Phillip & Carol Wilks                                                                
 Ida D. Wilks 

KIDDUSH—Shabbat / Holiday 

Thank you to the following for their generous 
donations toward & sponsoring of Kiddushes:  

Jill A. Stone                                                               
 In memory of father, Leonard  
Fran & Dr. John Kreinces and Si Stern          
 Rosh Hashanah Kiddush 
Diane & Fred Covan, Rose & Jack Einhorn 
Evan A. Karlik, Maureen Freedman 
 Holiday Kiddushes 
Kelly & Richard Klitenick 
 In celebration of Samôs Bar Mitzvah 
Julia & Sam Kaufman                                                          
 Brit of son, Michael Aiden  

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

 

A NOTE FROM REBETZEN NADIA é 

     Shana Tova to everyone. Now that the High              

Holidays are over it is nice to reflect on the hectic 

time we had. 

     I would like to thank Jane Dawkins who                   

devotes 1-2 hours every week to prepare Kiddush

(lunch) for Saturday with me and other dedicated 

volunteers, including Karen Leonard, Clara Liszt, 

Sandy Klubeck and Jim Everett, Fran Kreinces, 

Mae and Bernie, Sara Klitenick, Kelly Klitenick, 

Judy and Dr. Klitenick, Rose Einhorn, Jackie 

Bond, Yael Hermelin, Guy, Gil, Sol, Ben and Ella 

Hermelin (who set up tables for Rosh Hashana & 

Yom Kippur and other occasions), Linda Solomon, 

Bruce York, Peter Rysman, Debbie & Dov 

Schlein ,  Maxine Makover,  Caro l  & Larry 

Abramovitz, Mare Contrare, Jeff & Bonnie Levin. 

Thanks also to those members who each pledged 

many hours to volunteer in this coming year. 

     This year we also will be posting a Wish List for 

our Kitchen. The past few years we had some 

breakage of bowls, platters, & other utensils; we 

need to replace them. SEE THE ñWISH LISTò 

BELOW ð please call me if you have one or more 

items and I will let you know if we can use them. 

Come and join us:  we look forward to seeing you soon. 

Regards, Rebetzen Nadia. 
ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

 

CBZ kitchen WISH LIST. 
 

*Kitchen towels 20+ (new only)  *Bagel Cutter                                                  

*Hand can openers (2)  *Potato peelers (4) 

*Glass large platters 10+ 

*Glass Plates 10" and 8" 40+ 

*Glass bowls (for mixing) 

     (large & medium) 

*Kitchen Aid or other                          

choppers,  mixers & blenders. 

*large plastic Bowls(2 or more) 

*Wicker baskets (large) 
  

5 

This will be a way 

to recycle some 

things that are 

gathering dust at 

y o u r  h o m e !                

W i t h  l o v e ,                    

Rebetzen Nadia. 



Rosh Hashanah Appeal 2009  
MAIL-INS 
1500   Donna Feldman: general fund 

1000   Stewart & Gail Appelrouth: Billy Appelrouth Fund 

1000   Rachel Appelrouth: Billy Appelrouth Fund 

1000   Robbie Sher: general fund 

5000   Justin & Eileen Kawaler: Two silver breastplates for Torah &  more below 

APPEAL ON 9/18 
1000    Rabbi and Nadia Dudai 

5000    John & Fran Kreinces 

1000    Vera Schiff 

1000    Debbie and Shoshana Kreinces: in h/o parents, spouses, and grandmother 

             and in m/o grandparents 

36         Lauren Klitenick: in m/o grandfather Norman 

200       Shayne Benowitz 

500       Jill & Vincent Landesberg-Boyle: in m/o Adele Sheilah Landesberg 

1000    Dave & Gwen Hawtof: in celebration of their 25th anniversary 

500       Narson Family : in h/o Jacobôs upcoming bar mitzvah in January at CBZ 

500       Wesley Calvin: in h/o Robbie Sher and Robbieôs aunt visiting from N.J. 

500       Peter & Linda Rysman : in h/o those who keep the shul running. 

90         Jon and Sharon Zahav: in h/o their family 

1000    Milton Appel: in  m/o parents Reuben and Lillian 

1000    Milton Appel:  in m/o Rose and Herman Moore 

500       Warren Benjamin: in h/o Mare Contrare 

500      Warren Benjamin: in m/o Micky Benjamin  

18         Samantha Narson: in h/o Jacobôs upcoming bar mitzvah 

1000    Fred & Diane Covan: in celebration of both kids being away at college 

360       Jim Everett: in h/o his wife, 6 daughters, and 13 grandchildren 

500       Mae McMahan: in h/o her family 

500       Ken Weschler: in h/o those who do the work at CBZ 

180       Bill Goldner: in h/o Rabbi and Nadia Dudai 

90         Gary Young: in h/o wife, Liz 

500       Bernie Kaplan: in h/o Rose and Jack and their extended family 

500       Bernie Kaplan: to thank G-d for taking care of Mae 

180       Aaron Wechter & Karen Leonard: in h/o grandchildren 

180       Karen Leonard & Aaron Wechter: in h/o the rest of their family 

200       Jon & Vicky Meyers: in h/o their family 

100       Sarah Klitenick: in h/o her family and her extended family at CBZ 

750       Richard & Kelly Klitenick: in h/o Samôs upcoming bar mitzvah 

50          Elliot Goldner: in h/o grandmother Gigi 

5000     Justin & Eileen Kawaler: in h/o all who keep the synagogue going . 

5000      Eileen Kawaler: in celebration of Justinôs upcoming 88th birthday 

180        Sid Wharton: in h/o those who drive him to shul and back. 

2500     Dov & Debbie Schlein: in h/o us all 

118        Robbie Sher: in h/o Rabbi & Nadia and the Kreinces 

High Holiday Pledges and Contributions 
 

This year we have decided to list pledges and contributions as they were recorded. 

We  deeply appreciate the spirited generosity exhibited by our congregants and feel that                                 

their contributions and the honorees in whose name the pledges were made deserve to be                               

listed in print as well as being announced in the synagogue. 

 Out of town honorees can view the pledges made in their name by accessing Website version of the  

newsletter.  For those of our congregants who were not here for the Holiday Appeals  and would like 

 to make pledges in support of our synagogue, or for those who wish to add to their pledges,  

we will be happy to list you and your honorees in the next newsletter. 

Again, thanks to you all, The CBZ Board 

Every effort has been made to carefully                  

list the various pledges/contributions that 

were made during the High Holiday               

s e a s o n .   P l e a s e  c o n t a c t 

ElyseCBZ@gmail.com, if any error or                  

omission has occurred. 

In addition to the pledges/contributions 

listed for the Rosh Hashanah and                 

Yom Kippur Appeals, the following High 

Holiday donations have been received: 

Jacqueline Bond 

Neal & Eileen Farr 

Edward P. Guttenmacher 

Neal H. Ruchman                                                   

In honor of the Dudai Family 

Constance Gilbert                                                

In honor of Dr. John Kreinces 

A number of ANONYMOUS donations 

were also made. 
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Congregation participation in the 2009 

Yizkor Book was the highest ever,  

25% higher than in the prior year.                 

Appreciation is extended to Sheldon 

Davidson & those who assisted him for 

their efforts to make the Yizkor Book 

ready for the High Holy Days and                

to all those who honored their                             

dear departed by participation                                      

in this important project. 

A very special Thank You               

to the many youngsters  who 

joined in the High Holiday            

Appeal by making their own pledges!  

Some gave their Bar Mitzvah money, 

some emptied their piggy-banks & all              

gave from the heart! 

CBZ has some great kids!! 

 



NEILAH APPEAL 
36 Clara Liszt:  toward the Break Fast 

25  Ela Hermelin: in m/o grandfather 

18 Bruce Sonnenfeld: in h/o Shermanôs Bar Mitzvah 

100 Linda Rysman: in h/o all those who brought in                                    
 food for the needy 

50 Sam Klitenick: in  h/o Rabbi & John for help with                                  
 Bar Mitzvah 

550 A DAY (Oct 16) Justin Kawaler: for Eileenôs Birthday 

550 A DAY (Nov 1) Eileen Kawaler: for Justinôs birthday 

59  Aliyah Boyle: in h/o her grandmother     

60  Jackie Bond: in  h/o grandchildren Ken and Paul 

315    Steve Oppenheimer:  a dollar for all volunteer                                         
 hours pledged 

MAIL-INS 
500    A DAY (Jan 2) Jerald & Ellen Church Levine: for granddaughter Milaôs birthday 

50      Moore children: in m/o their parents Rose & Herman 

100    Marsha Kane Davis: in h/o mother Bertha Kane 

1000 Vera Schiff : in m/o departed family and friends 

360     Aaron Wechter & Karen Leonard: in h/o grandchildren Jacob and Samantha Narson 

600    Maxine Makover: in h/o grandchildren Savannah, Sarah, Jacob, Eliana, Max and Levi 

Mail Ins é 
**Edward G Russell: 

Michael Kaufman 
Lily Kaufman 

  Rosh Hashanah Appeal ... 
  *Karen Leonard & Aaron Wechter (RH pledge): 

Bar Mitzvah of grandson, Jacob Narson 

   

  Yizkor Appeal é 
  **Sidney & Deborah Goldman: 

marriage of David & Patricia (8/1/09) 
Margie & Joseph Vaker 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

  *Richard Klitenick:  
Kelly 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð  

  **Daren & Tracy Oppenheimer:   
their children 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð  
 

  *Bonnie & Jeff Levin: 
their 20th anniversary 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð  

 

  **Margie Randall:    
Jennifer, Eric & Anise Catalano 

Andrew Schoenbaum & Alexandra Smith 
ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð  

 

  *Sid & Deborah Goldman:   
son David and his new bride Patricia 

(married on 8/1/09) 
 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð  

  *Sam Klitenick:   
his parents 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð  

  *Mark Schreiber: 
parents Charles & Rochelle Schreiber 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð  

  *Susan Server & Sheldon Davidson:  
     Claire Youngôs  upcoming Bat Mitzvah at CBZ 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð  

  *Steve Oppenheimer : 
Aunt Natalie Feingoldôs 95th birthday 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð  

  *Sid & Deborah Goldman:  
daughter and son-in-law, Margie & Josh Yaker 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð  

  !Arnie Hermelin: 
CBZ 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð  

  *Alan  & Linda Solomon:   
their children & their spouses and grandchildren 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

: *Bounce, Karen & Daniel Margil: 
Eileen & Justin Kawaler 

TREE OF LIFE DONATIONS 
 

* = 1 leaf, ** = 2 leaves, ! = stone 
 

  Donated By:                                  In Honor Of 

    Neilah Appeal ... 
  *Bounce, Karen & Daniel Margil: 

John & Fran Kreinces  
ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð  

  *Si Stern: 
Trudy Johnson 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð  

  *Jill Landesberg-Boyle: 
 for the support received by this community 

 

Yom Kippur Appeal 2009  

Volunteer Hour Pledges 
40 hours James Everett 
40 hours  Sandie 
Klubeck  
40 hours Connie Gilbert 
40 hours Phillip Simmons 
40 hours  Jon Zahav 
15 hours Chris Cohen 
100 hours Bounce & 
Karen Margil                                  
 

YIZKOR APPEAL 
180 Steve and Marilyn Oppenheimer: in m/o Nathan & Lillian Schultz and  Dan Besser 

180 Steve & Marilyn Oppenheimer: in  m/o Bea & Herb Oppenheimer and Allan Oppenheimer 

1000 Mike and Judie Klitenick: in h/o children and grandchildren 

1800 Arnold Hermelin: in h/o the Klitenick brothers and their families 

500 Mae McMahan: in m/o her departed 

2000 Peter & Linda Rysman: in h/o children and grandchildren 

Howard & Elyse Spialter:  4 memorial board plaques in m/o Sydell Spialter,               
 Sanford Rubin, Cecilia Zelezny, and, Howardôs best friend, Scott Stanley 

180    Mike & Judie Klitenick : in h/o Rabbi & Nadia and all who volunteer time and effort 
 onbehalf of CBZ 

2000 Si Stern:  in h/o mother Rebeccaôs 99th birthday 

1000 Si Stern: in h/o grandchild graduating law school this year 

1000 Si Stern: in h/o other grandchild graduating law school this year 

100 Sol Hermelin: in m/o his grandparents 

Arnold & Yael Hermelin:  2 memorial plaques in m/o Arnoldôs parents 

100 Alan & Linda Solomon: in h/o Lindaôs fatherôs 100th birthday 

100 Clara Liszt: in m/o Sam Liszt 

100    Robin Beede: in m/o grandmother, Sophie Feld 

100 Daren & Tracy Oppenheimer:  wishing all of CBZ a Happy New Year 

180 Jack and Rose Einhorn: m/o departed and in h/o living family and friends 

180 Jack & Rose Einhorn:  for Kiddush fund 

100 Steinberg family from Israel: in  h/o congregation 

100 Tracy Oppenheimer : in m/o aunt Ruth Goldsmith 

100 Robbie Sher: in h/o Rabbi & Nadia 

90 Liz Young: in m/o departed and in h/o Claireôs Bat Mitzvah 

100 MacKenzie Cohen: in m/o grandfather, Marty Cohen 

550 A DAY (Oct 3rd) Kelly Klitenick: in h/o Samôs Bar Mitzvah 

180 Richard Klitenick & Family: to the ñanti-schnorrerôsò fund 

100 Debbie Kreinces: to the ñanti-schnorrersôò fund 

100 Jerry Levine: in  m/o grandfather Wolf Eagle 

5000 Eileen & Justin Kawaler and Elyse & Howard Spialter: dedicate the Ner Tamid            
 in h/o Congregation Bônai Zion ð May we grow from strength to strength 

1200 Kiddush wine for the Year - B.G. Carter in m/o Joe Levy 

2000 John & Fran Kreinces 

20  Sol Hermelin: in h/o John Kreinces 

100  Sid Wharton: for any returned aliyah cards 

100    Cheri Shapiro: in h/o Danielle Dudaiôs graduation from law school 
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REMINDER: 
Those who made High Holiday 

pledges are encouraged to mail                

their checks to the office as soon                  

as possible, if you have not already 

done so.  THANK YOU. 



November 2009 
Heshvan / Kislev 5770 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                         

November  2 / 15  Heshvan Isadore Weintraub 
November 3 / 16  Heshvan Samuel Fred Vernon 
November  4 / 17  Heshvan Samuel Tallent 
November  5 / 18  Heshvan (FNU) Brust 
   Rose Klitenick 
November  6 / 19  Heshvan Philip N. Shapiro 
November  9 / 22  Heshvan Dorothy Markowitz 
November  11 / 24  Heshvan Max Brenner 
    Edward Schnall 
November  12 / 25  Heshvan  Ida Ryback 
            Mildred Estroff 
November  15 /  28  Heshvan Kate Ginsburg 
      Dora Eisenberg 
November  16 /  29  Heshvan Phyllis Katz 
   Bertha Miller 
November  17/  30  Heshvan Yitshak Moshe Emanuel 
November  18 / 1  Kislev Louis Evans 
November  19 / 2  Kislev Annie Holtsberg 
   Samuel Richman 
November  20 / 3  Kislev Abraham Ettinger (Avrum) 
November  21 / 4  Kislev Bernard C. Baer 
   Esther Sher 
   William Glatzner 
November  22 / 5  Kislev Ida Phillips 
   Annie R. Holtsberg 
   Alice Fannie Millen 
November  23 / 6  Kislev Jaime Chajet 
   Lorenz Kreinces 
November  24 / 7  Kislev  Murray Kushner 
   Frank Lewinsky 
November  25 / 8  Kislev Samuel Bolotin 
   Esther Herman 
November  27 / 10  Kislev Louis Young 
   Irving Weisfield 
November  28 / 11  Kislev Isaac Jacob Silberman 
November  29 / 12  Kislev Abraham Leibovit 
November  30 / 13  Kislev Chava Wasserman 

December 2009 
Kislev / Tevet 5770 

Yahrzeits 
In most instances the dates listed                                               

are the Hebrew dates of death 

Thanks to Sheldon Davidson for sharing this 

very meaningful Yarzheit Candle prayer                              

Prayer on Kindling a Yahrzeit Candle 
 
 

Eternal Rock of Ages 
 

In hushed reverence, I kindle this 
memor ia l  candle in  loving                                      
remembrance of my beloved 
(Mother, Father, Son, Daughter) on 
this anniversary of his/her/their 
death(s). We have been taught that 
human souls are Thy candles. 
Through them Thou bringest light 
into the world. For the light of              
compassion and tenderness which 
my loved one(s) brought into my 
life, I am everlastingly grateful. 
 

Help me O G-d to use the sacred 
memory of my loved one(s) as a 
noble spur to consecrated living. 
May I perpetuate and transmit              
everything that was beautiful and 
lovely in his/her/their character. 
Keep firm my faith that we cannot 
go where You are not and where 
You are all is well 
 

Amen. 
 

As the light is kindled say: 
ñZecher tsaddik leevrachahò 

The memory of the upright is a 
source of blessing 

Yahrzeit Committee Information/ Changes in Procedure 

Yahrzeit Committee co-chairs, Si Stern and Sheldon Davidson, are 
pleased to announce that Mare Contrare has agreed to donate her time 
and energies to work on yahrzeit matters for the synagogue and its 
members.  

Mare will be in charge of working with Rabbi Dudai on the preparation of 
the forms necessary for the ordering of yahrzeit plaques for members in 
memory of their loved ones. To order a plaque, please fill out a Plaque 
Information Form and mail that with your check for $350 to: CBZ, 750 
United Street, Key West, FL 33040, Attention: Eileen Kawaler, Treasurer 

Thereafter, the filled out submitted form will be forwarded to Mare and Rabbi Dudai who will prepare the                 
foundry direction document and cover letter to be sent to U.S Bronze for the preparation of the plaque. 
CBZ receives a proof document for each plaque ordered and the ordering member will have an                               
opportunity to review the plaque proof before any approval is given to U.S. Bronze to proceed with                 
the work. 

If you have any questions about obtaining the forms or filling them out, please contact Mare directly at                     
305-304-9368 or email her at mcinkw@aol.com 

 

December  1 / 14  Kislev William Felcher 
   Gertrude Goldner 
   Max Rosinek 
December  2 / 15  Kislev Eva Sher 
December  3 / 16  Kislev Louis Kissel 
                                             Nathan Goffman 
                                             Sanford Katz 
December  4 / 17  Kislev Sidney D. Roth 
December  5 / 18  Kislev Joseph Lipkin 
December  7 / 20  Kislev Harry Cohen 
                                             Joseph Goldberg 
December  8 / 21  Kislev  Harry Isaac Millen 
                                             Goldie Redlich 
December  9 / 22  Kislev Abraham Rysman 
December  10/ 23  Kislev Sophie Pearlman 
                                             Alice Klauber 
                                             Ann D. Freeman 
December  11 / 24  Kislev David Siegel 
                                             Mildred Bruck Hawtof 
                                             Sam Golan 
December  12 / 25  Kislev Frank Grossman 
                                             Philip Movitz 
December  13 / 26  Kislev Bradley Baerson 
December  16 / 29  Kislev Jennie Levitt 
                                                          Celia Rosenthal Platz 
December  18 / 1 Tevet Stephen Kay, M.D. 
                  Benjamin Mazur 
                                             Rose Altman 
December  19 / 2 Tevet Irving Young 
                                             Harold Kass 
December  20 / 3 Tevet Isadore Appelrouth 
                                             Albert Ochroch 
December  22 / 5 Tevet Lillian Zabar 
December  24 / 7 Tevet Netty Kaufman 
December  25 / 8 Tevet Allen Elliot Steinman 
December  26 / 9 Tevet Esther Feuer 
                                             Zahra Attias 
December  28 / 11 Tevet Estelle Glantz 
                                             Gerald Jay Schiffman 
December  29 / 12 Tevet Sandra Kaye 
December  30 /1 3 Tevet Raphael B. Malsin 

MEMORIAL BOARD PLAQUES            

recently purchased by 

Betty Caplan 

Nancy Cohen 

Fran & Rob Silverman 

Bruce A. York 

Your Contribution to Bnai Zion  

in memory of your loved ones                          

is sincerely appreciated  
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Geriatric Care Management  

of the Florida Keys  

òHelping You Remain Independentó  
 

Phone 305-304-3462 Fax 305-294-8485  

Caremanagement1@Bellsouth.net  

KeysGeriatricCareManagement.com  

Roberta Markow, R.N., CMC, Director  

yoga space  
of key west  

georgia siegel, director  

——————————— 
316 1/2 simonton street     305-292-9656 

www.yogaspaceofkeywest.com 

yogayoga@aol.com 

 

Many thanks to             

Judith and Stan Zabar for 

their donation of                   

Zabarõs wonderful coffee!   

Now our Sabbath        

Kiddush  luncheons are 

even more fabulous   

PLEASE 

 

SUPPORT 

 

OUR 

 

ADVERTISERS 

 

BECAUSE  

 

THEY 

 

SUPPORT 

 

US! 
ððððð 

Running an ad in the 
newsletter is a great way 

to support CBZ!   

Interested é  

please e-mail to 

ElyseCBZ@gmail.com  

for more info 

1460 Kennedy Drive      (305) 293-9876 

www. ParadiseDentalCare.com 

 

 

 

Bõnai Zion 
GIFT SHOP  

Key Westôs Only 

Judaica Store  

If there is anything            

special you would like to 

have ordered, please 

contact Mae at 

captmc@bellsouth.net 

to schedule an                     

appointment time.       

It's not too early to think 

about Hanukkah gifts 

(Dec.11).  We have  

several children's games 

in stock, as well as 

lovely Judaica items that 

would make great gifts. 

If you haven't already  

purchased a CD of    

Cantor John Kreinces, 

youôre missing a treat.  

For a donation of $25 

you can enjoy a Shab-

bos or Rosh Hashanah 

CD of melodies wonder-

fully sung as only Cantor 

John and his one man 

choir can do.            

Many  thanks to all 

those who made              

purchases recently 

from our Gift Shop!  

 



 
 

Congregation B’nai Zion 
~ South Florida’s Oldest Synagogue ~ 

Established in 1887 

Rabbi Shimon Dudai 

President Fred Covan PhD 

750 United Street  Key West, FL  33040 

305-294-3437 

www.BnaiZionKW.org 

Shabbat Services 

Friday Evening 7:00 PM 
 

Saturday Morning 9:30 AM                                                    

followed by Kiddush luncheon 

CBZ BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 Dr. Fred Covan   President 

 Si Stern    Vice-President 

 Mae McMahan   Cors. Secretary 

 Sid Wharton   Rec. Secretary 

 Eileen Kawaler   Treasurer 

 Dr. John Kreinces 

 Kenneth Weschler 

 Elizabeth Young 

 Alan Solomon 

Non-Profit Org. 
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Permit No. 76 

Key West, FL 

November & December                  

2009 

Calendar of Events 

Ý HANUKKAH begins on Friday night, December 11th .   

The annual CBZ Hanukkah Party will be held on             
Sunday, December 13th , at 5pm.  See pg. 3  

ÝTUESDAYS é òBubbieõs Bubba Bingoó                                                                                                                     

Doors open at 5 pm and the games begin at 7 pm.  All 
proceeds go to CBZ.  Over 100 people play each week 
é FREE food & soda é Many CASH Prizes é                 
Come join the fun!  

ÝBoard of Directors scheduled to meet                         

the first Wednesday of each month at 6:30 pm                                   
ALL WELCOME TO ATTEND.  Confirm specific dates on the               
Website or with the synagogue office.  

ÝRabbiõs Judaism 101 Class ñ Wednesdays at 7pm  

Ý Save the Date:  December 27th , 7:30pm              

REINER FAMILY BAND!  See pg. 3  
 

Story of Irena Sendler  

Thank you to Fred Covan for sharing an e-mail that tells this 
important story.  Due to limited space it is paraphrased below.  
The full e-mail, including a very pertinent related ócartoonô are 
available on the CBZ Website (bnaizionkw.org) 

Irena Sendler, recently died at age 98.  During WWII, 

Irena, worked in the Warsaw Ghetto and smuggled 

children out.  During her time of doing this, she man-

aged to smuggle out and save 2500 kids/infants. She 

was caught, and the Nazi's severely beat her, breaking 

both her legs & arms. Irena kept a record of the names 

of all those she smuggled out.  After the war, she tried 

to locate any parents that may have survived and              

reunite the family.  

Irena was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in the 

same year that Al Gore won for his work on Global 

Warming.     

63 years later ð Let us never forget!  
ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

Thank you to Jane Dawkins for sharing the following information 
that she got from the Red Cross:                                                            
The aim of the University of Arizonaôs DNA Shoah Project 
is to reunite families torn apart by the Shoah, to develop 
science-based curricula for teaching the Holocaust & to 
develop a database to assist European governments with 
Holocaust-era forensic identifications. 
Get full information from along with forms to enroll in the 

project at www.dnashoah.org.  They send a kit (which 

involves a mouth swab) with easy instructions.  There is no 
cost to participate.  10


